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ASIAN VISION INSTITUTE

The AVI - SDGs Dialogue
Gender-Responsive Policies in Forestry—Women'’s Inclusion in Climate Change
18 September 2025

Summary Report

I. Introduction and Overview

The AVI-SDGs dialogue on “Gender-Responsive Policies in Forestry — Women's Inclusion in Climate
Change" was held on September 18" which is timely important to the current context in response to the
needs of gender considerations in climate mitigation efforts, with 57% of female participants of the total
participants from 18 institutions. This summary report captures an overview of discuss and dialogue's key
messages. The dialogue started with remark speeches, followed by the presentation and round table
discussion at the end, from our distinguished speakers and panelist as follows:

Dr. NGUONPHAN Pheakdey, Vice President of the Asian Vision Institute (AVI);

Ms. Meloney C. Lindberg, Country Representative of The Asia Foundation (TAF);

Ms. Evangeline Lasen, Second Secretary of the Australian Embassy in Phnom Penh;

H.E. Dr. YOEU Asikin, Under-Secretary of State of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF);
Ms. CHHAN Ratha, Deputy Director General of the Ministry of Women'’s Affairs (MoWA);

Ms. NGIN Navirak, National Coordinator of the Global Environmental Facility Small Grants
Programme of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

OuhWN =

Il. Key Outcomes and Messages
1. Welcome Remarks by Dr. NGUONPHAN Pheakdey

Since 2019, the Asian Vision Institute (AVI) has contributed to Cambodia’s development through research,
dialogue, and the promotion of a peaceful, inclusive, adaptive, and sustainable society. Building on this
mission, the AVI has produced hundreds of works, including commentaries, policy briefs, perspective books,
magazines, interviews, media engagement, and primary-data surveys, etc. These fruitful results are
supported by national and international experts; advisors; researchers; fellows and interns. AVI also forcuses
on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which is known for its universal, transformative, inclusive,
human-progress-oriented, biodiversity-conserving, and environmentally protective. As women's participation
in climate action, especially their roles in managing, decision-making, problem solving, planning and resource
mobilizing are increasingly important, this dialogue, which is supported by the Ponlok Chamnes Program of
the TAF and the Australian Embassy in Phnom Penh, aims to: 1) bring together stakeholders for discuss, 2)
inform policy options, and 3) foster partnerships.

2. Opening Remarks by Ms. Meloney C. Lindberg

In pursuit of the shared commitment to the SDGs, the Asia Foundation (TAF) plays a pivotal role in ensuring
that the platform is inclusive, evidence-based, and participatory, engaging diverse stakeholders including
government agencies, civil society, researchers, think tanks and the private sector. Building upon the previous
collaboration with the Asia Vision Institute (AVI) shortly after the AVI was established as a promising research
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institute, the Asia Foundation (TAF) remains unwavering in its efforts to strengthens dialogue and collective
action toward sustainable development, particularly through the Ponlok Chomnes II: Data and Dialogue for
Development program. As part of the visible progress, the Dialogue on Gender-Responsive Policies in
Forestry — Women's Inclusion in Climate Change Mitigation has been initiated with the support of the Asia
Foundation (TAF) and the Australia Government. This initiative strategically seeks to foster inclusive, and
evidence-based solutions, in parallel with efforts toward a more resilient, equitable, and sustainable future.

3. Keynote Remarks by H.E. Dr. YOEU Asikin

H.E. Dr. YOEU Asikin explicitly offered an overview of agricultural growth, amounting for 16.5% of national
Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Statistically, 655 forestry communities were supported, amounting for 8,833
million Riels. In particular, 172,398 community members jointly facilitated the management and development
of forest natural resources and the new plantation on an area of 22,900 hectares.

She highlighted further that the gender mainstreaming and strategic framework in agriculture (2022-2026)
and gender mainstreaming strategic plan for the forestry sector, that address the continued challenges of
underrepresentation of women and the constraints they face in accessing opportunities. The MAFF is
systematically fostering gender mainstreaming by equipping women with equitable resources, training, and
decision-making skill, which is aligning with the SDG 5. In addition, a Gender Strategic Plan in the forestry
sector was crafted to gain more knowledge and first-hand practices that sustain forests. Healthy forests,
which is mainly stemmed from sustainable forest management and biodiversity conservation, provide a
significant contribution to carbon sequestration and fruitfully supply of food, water, and services contributing
to the human well-being and economic empowerment. The fruitful supply of food, water and services is in
harmonised with cross cutting SDG themes and bring opportunities for gender-responsive mitigation efforts.
Innovative solutions which are rooted in women knowledge is beneficial for both mitigating the climate change
impacts and fostering social equity.

To synthesize gender-responsive approaches into climate and forestry policies, the MAFF committedly
undertake 6 key actions. First, gender units within inter-ministerial bodies were created to establish gender
consideration in overseeing forestry and climate initiative. Second, gender equality is explicitly illustrated to
empower women and indigenous communities in decision making process. Third, sex-disaggregated
indicators are utilized to track the gender-responsive budget implementation, ensuring the segregated
outcomes between men and women to adjust policy. Forth, gender sensitivity capacity buildings are being
conducted to raise awareness on cultural norms shifting, focusing on gender roles in forest management.
Fifth, equitable resources (e.g., finance, alternative livelihood, and technical support) are equipped to women
to empower their economic in climate context. Sixth, the ministry urges to reduce legal discrimination against
women, facilitating women with access to land and forest resources.

The MAFF reaffirms the unwavering commitment to actionable steps grounded on gender inclusive
approaches. First, the ministry will pay attention on implementation and enforcement of existing laws and
regulations, ascertaining that these instruments will be applied. Second, training programmes and important
skills will be delivered to women to participate actively in resource management. Third, data collection on
gender roles will better shape policy decision and resource allocation in forestry. Forth, an inclusive platform
for women in agriculture and forestry conducted by multiple stakeholders (e.g., government, civil society,
researchers, think tanks, and the private sector) will be encouraged by the ministry. Fifth, valid monitoring
and evaluation frameworks will be urged to be a yardstick to tackle the effects of gender-responsive policies
on long-term outcomes.
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Key Actions for Inclusive Approaches Way Forward

1. Institutional Arrangement for Gender Strengthening Legal Framework

Inclusion Enhancing Capacity Building
Gender Principles in Policies and Laws Strengthening Data Collection
Budgeting, Monitoring & Evaluation (M&E) Fostering Collaboration

Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E)

oK oWN =

Capacity Building and Raising Awareness

o B O N

Legal Recognition of Rights

4. Presentation by Ms. CHHAN Ratha

Ms. CHHAN Ratha began her presentation by stating the role of Neary Rattanak 6 (2024 — 2028). She
significantly reflected the linkage between the gender-transformative approached policy and rural
development, underscoring on the integration of gender considerations into draft policies and process and
on amplifying women's voices and empowerment.

In Neary Rattanak 6 (2024 — 2028), the MoWA aims to scale up the policy and programme which support
women’s role in climate change and disaster risk reduction. The MoWA also seeks to reinforce gender
mainstreaming in climate and green sectors by broadening capacity building in relative to strategic plan in
gender and climate, addressing specific needs for vulnerable or women who are excluded, and disseminating
information of women'’s roles and gender equality in climate sector.

Ms. Ratha notably highlighted five particular areas in gender mainstreaming in climate change adaptation
namely (1) Coherence and Coordination; (2) Capacity-Building, Knowledge Sharing, and Communication; (3)
Gender Balance, Participation, and Women'’s Leadership; (4) Gender-Responsive Implementation and
Means of Implementation; (5) Monitoring and Reporting. The MoWA is consistently encouraging multi-
stakeholders to conduct numerous gender research studies and dialogues, and to apply gender-
transformative approaches and gender mechanism in all level of key sectors. Particularly, she appreciated
having this SDGs dialogue initiated by the Asian Vision Institute (AVI), with the support of the Australian
Embassy and the Asia Foundation, as gender-responsive policies and gender-related issues and solutions
in climate change need to be widely disseminated to the public. Additionally, the MoWA supports line
ministries and partners in promoting gender institutionalization across their sectors through the Gender-
Responsive Budgeting (GRB) Programme and Gender in Media and Advocacy initiatives.

5. Highlights of the Roundtable Dialogue

After the remarks and presentation, the significant roundtable dialogue, moderated by Mr. THONG
Mengdavid - Deputy Director China-ASEAN Studies Center of CamTech University, took place with 3
panelists H.E. Dr. YOEU Asikin; Ms. CHHAN Ratha; and Ms. Navirak Ngin, with key summary as follows:

The first question: How are inclusive approaches reflected in national climate and forestry policies in
achieving SDG 5, 10, and 13?

The dialogue offered an insight into gender mainstreaming in national and sub-national level by reflecting the
establishment of Women and Children Groups. There is an inclusive linkage between the Ministry of
Environment (MoE), technical groups of the Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), and the MAFF to
work on the climate mitigation actions. In addition, there is an inter-play between the policies and climate
response, particularly the Neary Rattanak 6, and the institutional roles, particularly the MoWA, in which the
institute has a critical role in providing consultation and contributing to gender mainstreaming and engaging
line ministries to align with the SDGs. Moreover, the dialogue reflected the role of education in livelihood
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alleviation, and vividly exemplified women’s knowledge on medicinal plants, financial management, smart
agriculture, education, and non-timber forest products (NTFPs) that will promote income generation and can
be achieved through collaboration among relevant stakeholders.

The second question: What findings can be drawn from the local forestry community, where women;
indigenous women or women with disabilities participate in strengthening climate actions?

The panelist pointed out that women’s capacity building in effectively supporting progress toward the SDGs
still faces challenges. For example, some women in decision-making positions in the forestry community
mostly can perform well and properly exercise their power for quite a short period of time due to insufficient
capacity building opportunities. The discussion explicitly emphasized that women actually have the ability to
perform those roles but they need proper or key capacity building supports, for example: smart agriculture,
which contribute to the mitigation of greenhouse gases (GHG); sustainable collection of the NTFPs; and
forest conservation. The discussion also underscored the involvement of women in climate actions with the
principle of social equity — for example: in forest patrolling work, women can patrticipate in daytime shift, while
men patrol at nighttime shift.

The third question: What form of capacity building are needed to foster gender-responsive policies in
climate actions?

The panelist explained that capacity building initiatives are implemented not only at the national level, but
also at sub-national or local levels. These capacity building initiatives would be on risk & disaster
preparedness, climate change adaptation, and livelihood improvement with the aims to enhance the
livelihood and economic opportunities of women, indigenous women, and women with disabilities. Capacity
building should integrate both the concept of climate change, and gender consideration so that they can
share a mutual understanding and identify actual needs and solutions in response to the climate change. The
capacity building process should include policies, mechanism, and the use of gender analysis tools, where
National Gender Statistics on Gender in the context of climate change (adaptation and mitigation) serve as
a measure for enhancing livelihoods, particularly through agricultural outputs and extension.
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