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PREFACE

A report conducted by the Ministry of Women's Affairs in collaboration with Plan International
examines child early, forced marriages and unions (CEFMU). The aim of the report is to
investigate the causes, trends, levers, and impact of CEFMU. The findings of the study reveal
that CEFMU practices endanger and violate the rights of children, particularly girls and women.
These practices, which include sexual and reproductive health rights violations, restrict girls
and women from accessing education, social participation, and economic activities.
Consequently, these factors contribute to the experience of violence among girls and hinder
human and social development.

The research indicates that although the rate of CEFMU has decreased, there are still areas with
a high prevalence of pre-marriages due to factors such as family economic conditions, poverty,
lack of knowledge, gender inequality, social and cultural norms, influence of the internet and
social media, and insufficient law enforcement. CEFMU has adverse effects on girls, including
early pregnancy, reproductive health issues, mental health challenges, insecure abortion,
domestic violence, and the denial of freedom of association and decision-making. The
Cambodia Demographic and Health Survey 2021-2022 also confirms a decline in the rate of
young marriages, but it remains a pressing issue for Cambodia to address.

This research report will serve as the foundation for developing a comprehensive national
action plan to expedite the resolution of child early, forced marriages and unions in Cambodia.

The Ministry of Women's Affairs would like to express gratitude to the team of the Ministry of
Women's Affairs, National Independent Consultants, and all stakeholders for their technical
support in reviewing and revising the research report on child early, forced marriages and
unions. Furthermore, the Ministry would like to thank the leaders of this project at the Ministry
of Women's Affairs for their support and successful organization of this research study

Finally, the Ministry of Women's Affairs extends their appreciation to Plan International for
their financial and technical support throughout the research and publication process.







EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The following executive summary provides a comprehensive outline of a research investigation
pertaining to the phenomenon of child, early, and forced marriages and unions (CEFMU). The
research was undertaken under the auspices of the Ministry of Women's Affairs (MoWA) in

conjunction with Plan International Cambodia.

Research Objectives: The main objectives of this study are: 1) to examine the prevalence,
causes, trends, levers and the impacts of CEFMU before age of 15 and age of 18 years old; 2)
to review of existing laws and policies regulating CEFMU and identification of the remaining
legal, policy and practice related gaps, 3) to deliberate on key investment areas for practical
actions and systems improvement for possible policy/ strategy and/or a national plan of action
to address early marriages and adolescent pregnancy, and 4) to formulate actionable
recommendations aimed at accelerating effort to significantly reduce early marriages and

adolescent pregnancy

Research methodology: To achieve the above objectives, this study employed a combination
of qualitative and quantitative methodologies. The desk review was conducted to analyse
existing documents, including reports, policies, and other relevant materials pertaining to Child,
Early, and Forced Marriages and Unions (CEFMU). The purpose of this review is to assess
existing information and records, identify any gaps in data and research, and validate the study's
approach and data collection tools. The quantitative data was collected through a survey with
1,350 women aged 20-24, representing a diverse range of marital statuses. The sample of 1,350
20- to 24-year-old women for the survey is a special population which obtained through a
multistage sampling procedure in nine targeted provinces: Siem Reap, Ratanakiri, Steung
Treng, Preah Vihear, Battambang, Kampot, Sihanouk Ville, Prey Veng, and Takeo. Two
districts were chosen at random from each province, at least two communes were chosen from
each district, and three or more communities were chosen from each commune in order to meet
the minimum sample size requirement for each commune. The communes are classified as rural
or urban and then chosen at random for the investigation. The survey was conducted through a
structured questionnaire using a tablet with Koboo Tools. The qualitative data was collected
through Key Informant Interviews (KlIs) with 101 key informants, including commune chiefs,
village chiefs, community leaders, youth leaders, teachers, NGO/CBO representatives,
nurses/medical doctors, police officers, and religious leaders/traditional healers. The
convenience sampling method was used for the selection of respondents for the KllIs and FGDs



because the nature of the study required government officials and other relevant stakeholders.
The Kills also included 11 interviews conducted with key government agencies and partner
organisations involved in the project. There were also 45 focus group discussions (FGDs) with
225 respondents. Each province had 5 FGDs, with 25 respondents representing different
demographic groups: women (18-24 years old), women (25-35 years old), men (18-24 years

old), men (25-35 years old), and a mixed group of women and men (36-60 years old).

Key findings: The study's findings indicate a decrease in the frequency of child, early, and
forced marriages and unions (CEFMU) in Cambodia. The survey findings indicate that a minute
fraction, precisely 0.50%, of the respondents got married prior to turning 15 years old. While a
substantial percentage of respondents, precisely 13.93%, reported getting married between the
ages of 15 and 18. The study's findings reveal that a substantial proportion of women, precisely
14.44%, got married before reaching the age of 18. A considerable percentage, precisely
50.15%, of respondents got married at the age of 18 or above. Regarding men, only 0.22% of
them got married before the age of 15, but a far larger proportion of 2.96% got married between

the ages of 15 and 18. About 61.41% of males got married after turning 18.

Regarding to their marital registration status, a significant majority of respondents (66.97%)
reported that they had not undergone the process of officially registering their marriages. By
contrast, a mere 32.8% of persons had their marriages officially documented through the
procedure of registration. 0.23% of the participants exhibited a condition of ambiguity or lack

of comprehension regarding the topic area.

The Comparison of CEFMU’s Prevalence by Province: Among the nine provinces
examined in this study, Ratanakiri has the highest prevalence of women marrying before 18
years old, with 37.3%. Preah Vihear has the second highest rate at 16.7%. Steung Treng has the
third highest rate at 14.7%. Kampot has the fourth highest rate at 14%. Siem Reap holds fifth
place in terms of ranking, with a rate of 12%. Prey Veng has the sixth highest rate at 10.7%.
Battambang has the eighth position in the ranking, exhibiting a rate of 8%. Sihanouk Ville is
positioned in seventh place, exhibiting a rate of 9.3%. Takeo province has the lowest incidence
rate at 7.3%.

Root Causes or Associated Factors of CEFMU: The study reveals that various factors
contribute to child early and forced marriages (CEFMU) in Cambodia, including geographical
location, family economy, poverty, socio-economic inequality, ethnicity, religion, education,

school dropout, lack of knowledge, gender inequality, adolescent pregnancy, social and cultural



norms, lack of legal enforcement, and the influence of the internet and social media. Women in
north-eastern provinces, particularly Ratanakiri, face a higher risk of getting married before the
age of 18 compared to those in Siem Reap province. Non-Khmer women and non-Buddhist
women face unique challenges in relation to CEFMU. Maternal education level is also a
significant factor, with women with lower secondary education having a higher risk of marrying
before the age of 18. Maternal education also plays a role, with women whose mothers have a
lower secondary education having a higher risk of marrying before the age of 18. Gender
inequality is a significant structural factor, with discriminatory social norms dictating the roles
of girls and women within families and communities. Adolescent pregnancy is another driver
of CEFMU, as parents may opt for marriages due to the damage it could cause to the family's
reputation and honour. Social and cultural norms, such as historic practices, cultural acceptance
of early sexual activity, and peer pressure, significantly influence the age of marriages for girls,
especially in rural areas. Poverty is another significant catalyst for CEFMU, as families often
pressure girls into marriages to alleviate financial burdens. The absence of formal education,
particularly in general education, sexual reproductive health, and family planning, is a
significant factor contributing to CEFMU, particularly in isolated communities. Lack of legal
awareness and effective law enforcement against CEFMU is a fundamental underlying factor.
Lastly, the internet and digital communication platforms can potentially contribute to CEFMU,
as a significant proportion of young people in rural Cambodia lack digital literacy and online
communication skills. The findings of this study suggest that Covid-19 did not play a significant

role in contributing to Child, Early, and Forced Marriages, and Unions.

The Impact of CEFMU: The phenomenon of CEFMU has serious impacts on various
domains, including early pregnancy, health outcomes, poverty and low-income levels, instances
of domestic violence, infringement upon the rights and freedoms of girls, educational
attainment, social isolation, civic engagement, and political participation. Early marriages
increases susceptibility to sexual and reproductive health concerns, miscarriages, and childbirth
problems, perpetuates economic challenges by reducing investment in young girls' education
and healthcare, lowering overall productivity, and perpetuating the cycle of poverty. Premature
pregnancy leads to social seclusion and challenges in childrearing, resulting in reduced

participation in communal environments like community centres and decision-making forums.

The Analysis of Previous CEFMU Interventions: The study found insufficient governmental, non-

governmental, and stakeholder interventions in targeted provinces to prevent child, early, and



forced marriages. The implementation was found ineffective, indicating the need for a

multistakeholder strategy and comprehensive approach to prevent these issues.

Legal Gaps: The Cambodian Civil Code of 2007 and the Cambodian Law of Marriages and
Family govern various aspects of marriages in Cambodia, including eligibility criteria,
registration procedures, asset management, and family expenditure allocation. However, the
prevalence of CEFMU remains a concern due to inadequate implementation of existing
legislations. There is an omission in Article 948, Clause 2 of the Cambodian Civil Code, which
permits the marriages of a minor with the consent of their parents or guardians. Hence, it is
necessary to amend article 948, clause 2 of the Civil Code in order to establish the minimum
age for marriages as 18, eliminating the requirement of age of consent. The legal framework
also lacks provisions for couples who choose not to register their marriages at the civil registry
or for separated couples without a legal divorce decree. The absence of formal registration or

divorce proceedings can have significant consequences, especially for early married females.

Policy Gaps: The Royal Government of Cambodia and other stakeholders have implemented
some interventions to address child early marriages and violence against children, but a
comprehensive national strategy and action plan are lacking, highlighting the need for more

effective solutions.

Conclusion: The study shows a decrease in child, early, and forced marriages and union

(CEFMU) prevalence, yet it remains a significant issue in Cambodia.

Recommendations: Based on the findings of this study, the following are actionable
recommendations aimed at accelerating effort to significantly address and reduce the pressing
issue of child, early, and forced marriages and unions (CEFMU) in Cambodia:

1) To develop a specific and comprehensive national action plan that addresses child,
early, and forced marriages (CEFMU). It is essential to take a systematic and multi-

stakeholder approach.

2) It is recommended that the Royal Government of Cambodia provide a specific
budgetary allocation for the implementation of the national action plan to address and
prevent child, early, and forced marriages and unions (CEFMU).



3)

4)

5)

To enhance cross-sector coordination in tackling CEFMU, both nationally and locally.
In order to effectively and comprehensively address the urgent issue of child, early, and
forced marriages (CEFMU), it is advised that the Ministry of Women's Affairs assume a
prominent leadership role in the formation of an inter-ministerial committee made up of
pertinent stakeholders, such as the Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Health, Ministry of
Education, Youth, and Sports, Ministry of Planning, Ministry of Labour and Vocational
Training, Ministry of Social Affairs Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation, Ministry of Rural

Development, and so forth.

To strengthen law and policies by enhancing the efficacy of legal enforcement and
policies pertaining to marriages and prevention of the gender-based violence in order to
protect the welfare of girls and women. It is also recommended to advocate for the review
and amendment of the existing legislation to fill in a gap in the legal framework. There is
an omission in Article 948, Clause 2 of the Cambodian Civil Code, which permits the
marriages of a minor with the consent of their parents or guardians. Hence, it is necessary
to amend article 948, clause 2 of the Civil Code to establish the minimum age for marriages
as 18, eliminating the requirement of age of consent. The legal framework also lacks
provisions for couples who choose not to register their marriages at the civil registry or for
separated couples without a legal divorce decree. The absence of formal registration or
divorce proceedings can have significant consequences, especially for early married

females.

To provide comprehensive support to girls and women impacted by child, early, and
forced marriages and unions (CEFMU). The achievement of this objective will be
realised by implementing a comprehensive and nurturing framework that spans multiple
dimensions, such as social, legal, economic, and psychological facets. The suggested
approach seeks to provide access to legal counsel and mental health assistance, while also
facilitating the provision of state-sponsored childcare services that empower adolescents
to continue their schooling or participate in paid work. Furthermore, it is imperative to
offer scholarships to young females belonging to marginalised populations who are
currently in a marital union, encompassing those hailing from rural and indigenous origins.
In addition, it is imperative to establish economic empowerment initiatives that primarily
focus on females belonging to the most marginalised populations, particularly those who
are currently in a married relationship. The achievement of this objective will be realised

by implementing a comprehensive and nurturing framework that spans multiple



6)

7)

8)

dimensions, such as social, legal, economic, and psychological facets. The suggested
approach seeks to provide access to legal counsel and mental health assistance, while also
facilitating the provision of state-sponsored childcare services that empower adolescents
to continue their schooling or participate in paid work. Furthermore, it is imperative to
offer scholarships to young females belonging to marginalised populations who are
currently in a marital union, encompassing those hailing from rural and indigenous origins.
In addition, it is imperative to establish economic empowerment initiatives that primarily
focus on females belonging to the most marginalised populations, particularly those who

are currently in a married relationship.

To create both informal and formal platform for girls to communicate their
experiences, needs, desires and solutions, and ensure they are — and feel — empowered to

influence the decisions that impact them.

To enhance public awareness, particularly among parents, teachers, community leaders
and teenagers, regarding the underlying the pressing issues and impact of child, early, and
forced marriages and unions (CEFMU). It is important to draw attention to the unique
vulnerabilities that affect women and girls regarding this issue. To effectively increase
awareness, it is advised to put in place a comprehensive plan that makes use of a variety of
platforms and channels. These could include putting on lectures in classrooms, holding
open discussions for the community, hosting radio talk programmes, making instructional
films and posters for social media, and planning live events involving celebrities and social
media influencers. We can increase the awareness campaign's impact and reach by

employing these various strategies.

To implement community-level interventions for cultural and social norms change by
encouraging intergenerational dialogues about the underlying causes and detrimental
effects of CEFMU with boys, girls, women, men, families, and community leaders. These
discussions also provide a forum for the dissemination of knowledge about laws aimed at
protecting girls' rights and preventing child marriages and gender-based violence. Through
community discussions, it aims to promote a change in sociality norm and negative attitude.
Utilising already-existing local resources and entities, such as community centres, family
organisations, local governments, and maternity healthcare facilities, can also help to

expedite the intervention's implementation.



9) To promote human rights education, with a particular focus on child rights, women's
rights, and rights related to marriages. This initiative should specifically target teenagers
and senior individuals, particularly girls, with the aim of challenging and transforming

societal perceptions regarding CEFMU and the roles of girls and women in the society.

10) To empower girls and improve their access to good quality of education through a
variety of strategies, including giving them thorough information, guaranteeing their access
to excellent formal education, providing opportunities for vocational training, and setting
up support networks to foster an environment that encourages girls to stay in school, pursue

their education, and pursue their career goals.

11) To provide digital literacy, sexual reproductive health education, family planning,
marriages and family law, digital security, and healthy online communication

trainings for adolescent girls and boys, both in school and outside the school system.



CEFMU
SRHR
UN
CBO
CEMF
CSO
FGD
K1l
NGO
UDHR
CEDAW
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I. BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Child, early, and forced marriages and unions (CEFMU) are a detrimental practice, a violation
of children's and girls' and women's rights, and a fundamental obstacle to human development.
In certain instances, it can also constitute gender-based violence. Additionally, there is a close
connection between CEFMU and early pregnancy. CEFMU has particularly negative effects on
girls and young women, limiting their education, social engagement, and economic
empowerment, violating their sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR), restricting
their autonomy, and increasing their risk of violence. CEFMU has long-term and life-
threatening consequences for girls and women, as well as deleterious effects on their families,

communities, and societies.

Both the UN Human Rights Council and the UN General Assembly adopt a resolution on
CEFMU every two years. The resolutions recognize child marriages as a detrimental practice
that violates the human rights of women and girls and establish the roles and responsibilities of
UN member states and other relevant actors in putting an end to the practice. The 2018 General
Assembly resolution and the 2019 Human Rights Council resolution both address the
protection, promotion, and fulfillment of the rights of females who are married or in a union.
In humanitarian contexts, both the Inter-agency Minimum Standards for Gender-based
Violence in Emergencies Programming and the Minimum Standards for Child Protection in
Humanitarian Action refer to CEFM and highlight the need to ensure that interventions address

the specific needs of adolescent girls and married girls.

Globally, one in five girls are married before the age of 18, and in order to attain the Sustainable
Development Goals, progress must be 17 times faster than in the previous decade. As a
consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic, it is anticipated that 13 million additional child
marriages will take place between 2020 and 2030. Understanding the prevalence of CEFMU
during the COVID-19 pandemic is complicated by the potential impact of physical separation
measures on civil registration systems, such as marriages and infant registration. Due to the
disruption in data collection on the incidence of child marriages, this may result in more

instances of CEFMU occurring under the radar.

In collaboration with Plan International Cambodia, the Ministry of Women's Affairs (MoWA)
commissioned a comprehensive research study on Child, Early, and Forced Marriages and
Union (CEFMU) in Cambodia. The results of this research study on CEFMU in the target

12



provinces would inform the level of policies, legislative improvement, and actionable measures

to eliminate CEFMU in the Cambodian context.

1. OBJECTIVES OF STUDY

The main objectives of this study are:

1)

2)

3)

4)

To examine the prevalence, causes, trends, levers and the impacts of CEFMU before
age of 15 and age of 18 years old;

To review of existing laws and policies regulating CEFMU and identification of the
remaining legal, policy and practice related gaps

To deliberate on key investment areas for practical actions and systems improvement
for possible policy/ strategy and/or a national plan of action to address early marriages
and adolescent pregnancy

To formulate actionable recommendations aimed at accelerating effort to significantly

reduce early marriages and adolescent pregnancy

This study focuses on the following main questions:

1)

2)

3)

4)

What is the prevalence of CEFMU before age of 15 and age of 18 years old in the
target provinces? What are the historical trends? Which provinces have the high
prevalence of CEFMU more quickly (has Covid-19 pandemic contribute to CEFMU)?
What are the root causes/drivers of CEFMU? (Where minimum variable to be tested
are including geographic and socio-demographic (a). education level, b). age group,
c). economic status, d). race/ethnic, €). school dropout, f). Knowledge and attitude
toward CEFMU, h). Other exposure (adolescent pregnancy, GBV, having love during
the study, etc.)

What are the impacts of CEFMU? (to include a focus on health, protection, education
and economic outcomes for girls and their social/political participation and
engagement)

What has been done to prevent CEFMU? What has worked and what hasn’t worked
and what need to be improved in regard to the prevention and response to CEFMU?
(This question is to include analysis of legislation, policies, law enforcement, budgets,
approaches and systems/mechanisms developed to prevent CEFMU and their
implementation at different levels).

13



I1l. RESEARCH METHODS

3.1 Areas of the Study

This study covered 9 target provinces: Siem Reap, Ratanakiri, Steung Treng, Preah Vihear,

Battambang, Kampot, Sihanouk Ville, Prey Veng and Takeo.

3.2 Sample and Sample Size

The sample for the study consists of 1,687 respondents which are categorized in three

groups:

1)

2)

3)

The first group for the survey with 1,350 general women (single, married, and in
union) with the age of 20-24 years old. This focused study is to be in line with the
indicator of CSDG objective "5.3 Eliminate all harmful practices, such as child, early
and forced marriages and female genital mutilation” for the indicator of "5.3.1
Proportion of women aged 20-24 years who were married or in a union before aged 18
years”.

The second group for Key Informant Interviews (KI1s) with 90 key informants (10
respondents from each province) who are the commune chief, village chief, community
leader, youth leader, teacher, NGO/CBO representative, nurse/medical doctor, police
officer, religious leader/traditional healer. The KlllIs also include 11 interviews with key
government agencies and partner organizations related to the project.

The third group for Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) with 225 respondents (25
respondents from each province or 5 FGDs in each province) who are Women (18-24
years old), Women (25-35 years old), Men (18-24 years old), Men (25 -35 years old),
and a mixed group of women & men (36-60 years old).

The calculation of the sample size allocation by province drawn from the Commune
Database Population (CDB 2020) by using the formula proposed in the research
required in the ToR of the project.

3.3 Sampling Method

Since the sample of 1,350 age 20- to 24-year-old women is a special population,
respondents for this survey are obtained through a multistage sampling procedure in
nine provinces: Siem Reap, Ratanakiri, Steung Treng, Preah Vihear, Battambang,
Kampot, Sihanouk Ville, Prey Veng, and Takeo. Two districts were chosen at random

14



from each province, at least two communes were chosen from each district, and three
or more communities were chosen from each commune in order to meet the minimum
sample size requirement for each commune. The communes are classified as rural or
urban and then chosen at random for the investigation.

- The convenience sampling method was used for the selection of respondents for the
Klls and FGDs because the nature of the study required government officials and other

relevant stakeholders to the study.

3.4 Data Collection Methods

The study employed both qualitative and quantitative approaches which included desk

review, survey, key informant interviews (KlIs) and Focus Group Discussions (FGDs).

1) Desk Review: The study used of the information from the desk review which comprises
of existing documents such as reports, policies and other relevant documents related to
the child, early and forced married. The main objective of this review is to map existing
information and relevant records to identify gaps in existing data and research, and to
validate the approach of the study and data collection tools. This phase informed the
revision of key questions for the survey, Key Informant Interviews (KIl)s and Focus
Group Discussions with relevant stakeholders.

2) Survey: Quantitative data was gathered through a structured questionnaire by using a
tablet with Koboo Tools.

3) Key Informant Interviews (KIIs) and Focus Group Discussions (FGD): Qualitative data
was collected through the Key Informant Interviews (KIIs) and Focus Group
Discussions (FGD). For the Kills, questions were prepared in advance and are used to
guide data collection from Kls. The FGDs followed the same guide as the one used for
KIl, which is developed in advance.

4) Validation Workshop: A validation workshop with Ministry of Women Affairs
(MoWA) staff, Plan International and other relevant stakeholders.

3.5 Data Management and Analysis

- For the quantitative survey, Koboo Tools was used for the data collection in order to save
time and minimise error. Then data will be imported to MS Excel, coded, cleaned,
screened and checked for accuracy, before exporting and analyzing it in STATA 16

(StataCorp, Texas, USA) for analysis. Descriptive statistical tests were used to compute
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means and standard deviations (SD) for numerical variables and frequencies for nominal
and ordinal variables to describe the characteristics of the questions. y2 test or Fisher’s
exact test was used as appropriate for categorical variables, and Student’s t-test for
continuous variables to enable comparison the means of two groups (a.k.a. pairwise
comparison). Two-sided p-values of smaller than 0.05 was regarded as statistically
significant. Logistic regression model weas also applied to identify the independent
associated factors with CEFMU.

- For KllIs and FGDs, interviews were recorded by using voice recorders, with the consent
of the participants. The interviewers took note for the discussion with the respondents
that do not consent for voice recording. Each interviewer had a fieldwork summary note
in a standard template by thematic for the qualitative strain. Thematic content analysis
was performed of qualitative data. Findings from this part of the analysis were used to re-
confirm the quality aspect and strength of what has been found in the quantitative part
and to provide additional explanation or reason to any critical findings.

3.6 Ethics

- A research protocol was reviewed and approved by the National Ethic Committee for
Health Research (NECHR) on March 20, 2023 before the data collection.

- The data was collected by a group of enumerators who are trained about the nature of the
study, the use of data collection tools, the use of consent form and the codes of conduct for
data collectors. Because of the nature of the topic, female enumerators will conduct the
interviews with female respondents.

- All respondents were informed of the purpose of the study, the confidentiality of their
responses and the use of the information for the study. All participants were asked for their
verbal consent prior to the interviews, informed their participation is voluntary, with the
freedom to stop the interview or not answer questions at any time. No names or pictures
are taken of the respondents or used in this report. Enumerators were trained and received
instruction on ethical data collection and informed consent prior to data collection.

- The interviews were conducted in private locations where, to ensure privacy, other
household members could not hear what is being discussed.

- For confidentiality, all raw data are kept in a secure place accessible only to researchers.
Voice records of Klls and FGDs would be destroyed after the study is finalized, and written
transcripts and the rest of the quantitative data will be made available to key stakeholders

after separating the identities from the data.
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3.7 Scope and Limitation of the Study

The study focused on the main questions outlined in the objectives section. The limitations
applied to only 9 specific provinces: Siem Reap, Ratanakiri, Steung Treng, Preah Vihear,
Battambang, Kampot, Sihanouk Ville, Prey Veng, and Takeo. The main participants in the
study are adult females (single, married, or in union) aged 20-24 years. This study aims to align
with the CSDG objective "5.3 Eliminate all harmful practices, such as child, early and forced
marriages and female genital mutilation” specifically focusing on the indicator "5.3.1
Proportion of women aged 20-24 years who were married or in a union before the age of 18."
Thus, boys are not the primary focus of the study. Based on the scope of the study, it did not
extensively investigate the impact of Covid-19 on CEFMU.

IV. FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS

4.1 FINDINGS FROM THE DESK REVIEW

4.1.1 KEY CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS

According to the UNICEF, ‘child marriages’ refers to a formal or informal union either

between two children, or one child and an adult before the age of 182,

“Early marriages” which is often used interchangeably with ‘child marriages’ and refers to
marriages/unions involving a person under 18 in countries where the age of majority, (meaning
the age at which someone is considered an adult), is attained earlier than 18 or upon marriages.
Early marriages can also refer to marriages where both spouses are 18 or older but other factors
make them unready or unable to consent to marriages, such as their level of physical, emotional,
sexual and psychosocial development, or a lack of information regarding the person’s life

options.?

A “forced marriages” which is where one or both partners, regardless of age, has not given,
or been able to give, their full and free consent to the marriages/union and is unable to leave
the marriages, including as a result of duress or intense social or family pressure. Forced
marriages can involve physical, psychological, or financial coercion and can occur in a variety
of circumstances such as human trafficking or arranged and customary marriages. Adults also

experience forced marriages and therefore not all forced marriages are child marriages.

1 https://www.unicef.org/protection/child-marriage
2 OHCHR 2014 report A/HRC/26/22 paragraph 5.
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/ReqularSessions/Session26/Pages/ListReports.aspx
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Unions refers to informal marriages or free unions that are particularly common in Latin
America and the Caribbean (but also increasingly happening in other parts of the world) and
which are to all intents and purposes equivalent to formal marriages, though without the legal
status of a marriages. These unions are often not formalised by the state or religious authorities,
making it difficult to account for them and collect sufficient data on the issue. Several different
terms are used to name and describe these unions, including consensual or self-initiated union,

early union, and cohabitation.?

Plan International defines Child Early Forced Marriages and Unions (CEFMU) as any
marriages or informal union, whether under civil, religious or customary law, with or without
formal registration, where either one or both spouses are under the age of 18 and/or where the

full and free informed consent of one or both of the parties has not been obtained.*

According the UNPA, the Asia and the Pacific Region shows a great variety of different forms
of child marriages and early unions. The UNPA classified child marriages and early unions into
three different forms such as traditional (forced/arranged) child marriages, Peer-led ‘love’

marriages or cohabitation, and Circumstantial child marriages.®

1) Traditional (forced/arranged) child marriages
- Typically non-consensual,
- May be associated with dowry or bride price and with large age disparities between
spouses; and
- Driven by gender norms that define and value girls as child bearers and mothers,
while placing very high value on girls’ chastity or virginity before marriages with
considerable stigma associated with premarital sexual behaviour and pregnancy.
2) Peer-led ‘love’ marriages or cohabitation
- By consent and usually with a peer;
- Couples may decide to cohabit or marry early as part of their romantic or sexual

relationship;

3 Plan International and partners (2019). Tackling the Taboo: Sexuality and gender-transformative programmes
to end child, early and forced marriage and unions.

4 CEFMU Policy Brief, Plan International, 2020, available at https://plan-international.org/uploads/2022/02/glo-
cefmu_policy_brief-final-io-eng-jan21-1.pdf

5 Diversity of Types of Child Marriage and Early Union in Asia Pacific, UNPA, available at
https://asiapacific.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-

pdf/asrh factsheet 1 child marriage and early union.pdf
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- It might be the way to be sexually active in the context of conservative social norms
prohibiting sex before marriages;

- May follow an intended or unintended pregnancy, as a way of avoiding stigma
associated with premarital childbearing; and

- Implies girls' agency and choice.

3) Circumstantial child marriages
- With or without the girl's consent, in response to unintended pregnancy outside of
marriages, or sexual violence;
- Can either be arranged or decided by couples themselves; and
- In the context of significant sociocultural disapproval of sexual activity and/or
pregnancy outside of marriages, girls may be pressured or forced to marry to avoid

social sanctions, stigma and discrimination.

4.1.2 LEGAL INSTRUMENTS AND CEFMU

4.1.2.1 NATIONAL LEGAL INSTRUMENTS AND CEFMU

Constitutional Provisions

The Constitution of the Kingdom of Cambodia acknowledges and respects human rights.
According to Article 31, the State must recognize and respect human rights, following the
provisions of the United Nations Charter and the conventions relating to human rights, women's
rights, and children's rights. Article 32 guarantees the right to life, while Article 72 ensures the
right to health by stating that "the state shall prioritize disease prevention and medical treatment.
Poor individuals shall receive free medical consultations in public hospitals, clinics, and
maternity facilities." Article 31 also enforces equality before the law for all citizens, granting
them the same "rights, freedoms, and responsibilities regardless of race, color, sex, language,
religious belief, political inclination, national origin, social status, wealth, or other status.”
Article 45 mandates the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women. Men and
women are considered equal in all areas, particularly in marriages and family matters. Article
46 focuses on protecting women against specific forms of violence and indignity, and it also
requires the Cambodian Government to “provide opportunities to women, particularly those
residing in rural areas without sufficient social support, so they can access employment, medical

care, education  for  their  children, and decent  living  conditions.”
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In accordance with Article 45 of the Constitution, marriages is to be entered into by mutual
consent between one husband and one wife. Additionally, Article 45 explicitly prohibits
discrimination against women, granting them the right to freely consent to marriages and the

right to equality within marriages and family matters.

The Constitution also acknowledges the rights of children. Article 48 states that the state has a
responsibility to safeguard the rights of children, as outlined in the Convention on the Rights
of the Child. These rights include the right to life, education, protection during times of war,
and protection from economic or sexual exploitation. The state is also obligated to protect
children from any forms of labor that could harm their educational opportunities, health, and

overall well-being.

Statutory Laws

The Cambodian Civil Code of 2007 and the Cambodian Law of Marriages and Family are the
key legal instruments in Cambodia that govern facets of marriages. The Law on Marriages and
Family (1989) governs and safeguards the institution of marriages and the family, with the aim
of ensuring equal treatment of both partners within marriages and the family unit. It also
highlights the parental duty of raising and nurturing children, as well as fostering their moral
and educational growth. According to this legislation, marriages is acknowledged as a ""solemn
agreement between a male and a female, based on love and in compliance with legal
regulations,” and it is understood that they are unable to terminate it at will (Article According
to Article 5 of the Law on Marriages and Family, the legally binding minimum age for
marriages is 20 for males and 18 for females. However, there are certain circumstances where
deviations are allowed, such as in situations involving pregnancy or with the approval of
parents. Moreover, Article 2 clearly forbids the union of couples who are underage (although

the specific age is not mentioned) and condemns coerced marriages.

In accordance with the Civil Code of Cambodia (2007), both men and women must be 18 years
old in order to have the legal capacity to independently determine whether or not they want to
enter into marriages. Article 953 of the Civil Code permits marriages involving a minor under
certain conditions. The minor must be at least 16 years old and express a desire to marry.
Additionally, the other party must be at least 18 years old and the minor must have gotten

consensus from a parent or guardian.
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According to Article 954 of the Civil Code, minors can get married if they are pregnant, even
if they are both under 18 years old. However, this is only allowed if their parents or guardian
give their consent (as stated in Article 953), or if the minor has the necessary mental capacity

and the general guardian gives their consent (as stated in Article 954).

The Government of Cambodia implemented new marriages regulations on 7 March 2011 to
combat exploitation, human trafficking, and encourage honest marriages. These regulations
include setting an age limit and minimum income requirements for foreign men who wish to
marry Cambodian women. These new regulations have been implemented in Cambodia to
prevent fraudulent marriages and human trafficking. These rules prohibit men over the age of
50 who are foreigners from marrying Cambodian women within the country. Additionally,
foreigners who earn less than $2580 per month are also not allowed to marry local women. It
Is important to note that these restrictions do not apply to marriages that occur outside of
Cambodia.®

Marriages that comply with the regulations stated in the Law on Marriages and Family are
considered legally valid for registration according to Article 955 of the Civil Code. It is
mandatory to register all births with the "commune™ or sangkat office within a period of 30
days, failure to do so would result in a fine. Non-registration of births results in discrimination
and even refusal of services that necessitate evidence of nationality. According to Article 3 of
the Cambodian sub-decree on civil status registration No. 103 S-D/BK, all Cambodian nationals
and foreigners residing in the country are required to register their civil status in the civil status

book. This includes registering births, deaths, and marriages.
Customary/religious/traditional frameworks

The application of the law in Cambodia may be influenced by customs, religions, and tradition.
An instance of this may be found in Article 23 of the Law on Contracts, which mandates that
in cases where the intention behind a contractual clause is ambiguous, it should be understood
in accordance with prevailing local traditions or conventions. Arranged marriages, a long-

standing institution in Cambodia, has gradually declined in prevalence over the years.

6 Ministry issues warning on overseas marriages, 22 Oct 2020, KhmerTimes, available at
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50775664/ministry-issues-warning-on-overseas-marriages/
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Buddhism is the state religion in Cambodia. According to the Buddhist teaching, parents have
a responsibility to arrange suitable marriages for their children and ensure that they are wed
into respectable households. In addition, in Cambodian society, there is a strong expectation for
parents to take on the responsibility of selecting and organising weddings for their children, as
a means of upholding their family's reputation and dignity. Children have a duty to make every
effort to uphold their parents' reputation, and Cambodians believe in expressing thanks to their
parents by reciprocating the favours or sacrifices they have made. Entering into a union with a
well-regarded family is seen as a means of expressing appreciation to one's parents, particularly

for a female individual’.

Legal Provisions and Sanctions

According to Article 2 of the Law on Marriages and Family (1989), the act of marrying a

couple who are too young or forcing someone into marriages is strictly forbidden.

The Law on Suppression of Human Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation (2008) states that
Child, Early, and Forced Marriages and Unions (CEFMU) is a crime under Article 10 of
Chapter 2 of the law. This article specifically prohibits the illegal removal of a minor, whether
or not there is abuse of authority over the victim, with the intention of making a profit, engaging
in sexual aggression, producing pornography, forcing the victim into marriages, facilitating

adoption, or any other form of exploitation.

Moreover, Cambodian courts have the jurisdiction to prosecute crimes that occur beyond the
territorial boundaries of Cambodia, provided that either the criminal or the victim is a
Cambodian citizen. The Law on Suppression of Human Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation
(2008) allows for the prosecution of both domestic and international trafficking crimes. This
law is an enhancement as it provides clear definitions for important terminology, including
minor, human trafficking, prostitution, sexual intercourse with a juvenile under 15, and child
pornography.

The Cambodian Civil Code of 2007 and the Cambodian Law of Marriages and Family
effectively govern several facets of marriages, encompassing criteria for marriages eligibility,
registration procedures, management of marital assets, and allocation of family expenditures.
In a broad sense, Cambodian legislation provides additional safeguards for married women

against acts of domestic violence, bigamy, and desertion. The legal framework also effectively

" Troeung Ngea .(1974). Khmer Civilization.
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governs the implications of a judicial dissolution of a formally recognised marital union.
Nevertheless, the practical application of these regulations may yield gender-related
consequences that diminish the efficacy of their safeguarding measures, particularly for women,
and more specifically, girls. For instance, the legal framework does not encompass provisions
governing the entitlements and responsibilities of a couple who neglects to formally register
their marriages at the civil registry, or the rights of a separated couple who fails to secure a legal
divorce decree from the court. The failure to officially register a marriages or secure a divorce
through legal channels can have significant implications, particularly for women and girls who
were married at a young age. In addition, Cambodian girls adhere to cultural and indigenous
customs by entering into marriages at a young age. Based on the statistical data provided by
UNICEF in 2014, it was found that 2% of females enter into marriages before reaching the age
of 15, while 18% of females are married before attaining the age of 18. Hence, it is evident that

there exists a deficiency in the enforcement of the legislation.

4.1.2.2 INTERNATIONAL LEGAL INSTRUMENTS AND CEFMU

Cambodia rectified some international human rights instrument included the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW), Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), Optional Protocol
to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of Children, Child Prostitution and
Child Pornography (2000), Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (1979), International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. These human rights instruments lay
down norms to be applied to marriages, covering issues of age, consent, equality within
marriages, and the personal and property rights of women. However, Cambodia did not rectify
or sign the Convention on Consent to Marriages, Minimum Age for Marriages and Registration
of Marriages (1962).

The main international legal instruments that address CEFMU are the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR), the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW), the Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the
Slave Trade, and Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery, and the Convention on Consent to

Marriages, Minimum Age for Marriages and Registration of Marriages.
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The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), Article 16 states: (1) Men and women of
full age ... have the right to marry and found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to
marriages, during marriages and at its dissolution. (2) Marriages shall be entered into only with
the free and full consent of the intending parties. Similar provisions are included in the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant

on Civil and Political Rights.®

The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW),
Article 16.1 prescribes equally for men and women: (a) The same right to enter into marriages;
(b) The same right freely to choose a spouse and to enter into marriages only with their free and
full consent; ... Article 16.2 states: The betrothal and the marriages of a child shall have no
legal effect, and all necessary action, including legislation, shall be taken to specify a minimum

age for marriages.®

Based on the review above, it can be concluded that there is a deficiency in the implementation
of existing legislations. Additionally, there is a gap in the current legal framework regarding
marriages, as it does not include provisions that regulate the rights and obligations of couples
who choose not to officially register their marriages at the civil registry. Similarly, it fails to
address the entitlements of separated couples who do not obtain a legal divorce decree from the
court. The absence of formal marriages registration or legal divorce proceedings can have

significant consequences, especially for women who were married at a young age.

4.1.3 AN OVERVIEW OF MARRIAGES IN CAMBODIAN SOCIETY

Child early marriages in Cambodia can be attributed to certain cultural norms and traditional
practices surrounding marriages. According to Troeung Ngea (1974), women are culturally
expected to adhere to established norms and traditions in Cambodian society. ® Hence,
Cambodian girls conform to cultural and indigenous traditions. Additionally, it is expected that
children demonstrate appreciation towards their parents, and one way to fulfil this obligation is
by consenting to marriages. The process of arranging marriages in Cambodia traditionally
involves the primary involvement of the parents of the individuals entering into matrimony.

Furthermore, the parents' decision regarding their marriages strategy is predominantly driven

8 https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-
rights#:~:text=Everyone%?20is%20entitled%20t0%?20all,property%2C%20birth%200r%200ther%?20status.

9 https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2016/12/cedaw-for-
youth#:~:text=The%20Convention%200n%20the%20Elimination,women's%20and%20girls'%20equal%20right
S.

0 Troeung Ngea .(1974). Khmer Civilization.
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by their desire to ensure the social and economic welfare of both families, often made prior to
the child's attainment of adulthood. Within Cambodian society, there exists a longstanding
societal expectation that places pressure on older, unmarried women. This pressure
subsequently compels parents to expedite the marriages of their daughters at a young age. In
Khmer culture, there is a proverb that states the importance of marrying before being labelled
as an old maid. This adage implies that entering into a union with an older bride may be
perceived as less adaptable compared to marrying a significantly younger wife. While the latter
option may not be the preferred choice, it is still considered acceptable within societal norms.
Lastly, it is worth noting that within Cambodian society, there exists a long-standing cultural
disapproval towards children born to unmarried parents. Consequently, in cases where
adolescent girls become pregnant, they are compelled to enter into matrimony with a male

partner.

4.1.4 THE EXISTING RECORDS OF CHILD EARLY AND FORCED MARRIAGES
IN CAMBODIA

Based on the findings of the Cambodian Demographic and Health Survey (CDHS) conducted
over the period of 2021-2022, it has been observed that the prevalence of early marriages has
exhibited a downward trend. Specifically, the proportion of females married before reaching
the age of 18 has decreased from 25% to 19%, while the corresponding figures for males have
reduced from 9% to 6%. Furthermore, the prevalence of marriages occurring before the age of
15 has experienced a slight reduction, decreasing from 2% to 1.8% in 2022.1!

According to the CDHS (2021-2022), Early and forced marriages (CEFM) has been found to
have a significant impact on early teenage pregnancy. Research indicates that approximately
two percent of young women between the ages of 15 and 19 were married by the age of 15.
Furthermore, it has been observed that fewer than one percent of these young women had either
given birth or experienced pregnancy by that age. The prevalence of adolescent pregnancy
among young women aged 15-19 has an upward trend as age advances, with rates ranging from
1% among 15-year-olds to 30% among 19-year-olds. The abortion rate exhibits an upward
trend, starting at 4 abortions per 1,000 women in the 15-19 age group, reaching its highest point
at 14 per 1,000 women in the 35-39 age group, and then declining. The rates of abortion related
to different age groups are marginally elevated among urban females in comparison to their

rural counterparts. The issue of adolescent pregnancy is a significant public health problem due

1 cambodian Demographic and Health Survey (CDHS) 2021-2023.
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to its correlation with increased rates of illness and death for both the young mother and the
offspring. The phenomenon of adolescent childbearing is associated with negative societal
outcomes, particularly in relation to educational achievement. Teenage mothers are more likely
to discontinue their studies. In the context of Cambodia, it has been observed that approximately
9% of females between the ages of 15 and 19 have experienced pregnancy at some point in
their lives. According to the data, a total of 7% of young women have experienced childbirth,
while 3% were pregnant with their first child. Additionally, 2% of young women have had a

history of pregnancy loss.

Nevertheless, there has been a notable decrease in the prevalence of adolescent pregnancy
among young women aged 15-19 since 2014. The data indicates a dip from 12% to 9% in the
overall proportion. It is worth noting that this trend is closely associated with educational
attainment, as seen by the fact that 35% of young women with no formal education have
experienced pregnancy, but the figure drops to 7% for those in secondary school. In accordance
with the findings of the CDHS 2021/2022, it has been observed that there exists a marginal
disparity between genders in terms of the inclination to engage in sexual intercourse before
reaching the age of 15. Specifically, the prevalence of such behaviour among females is
somewhat greater, amounting to approximately 1%, while the corresponding figure for males
stands at less than 1%.

4.1.5 PREVIOUS INTERVENTIONS BY THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT ON
CEFMU

Based on the desk review, the followings are some interventions by the Cambodian

government and relevant stakeholders in addressing the issues of child early and forced

marriages and union:

1) In 2018, the Ministry of Women's Affairs announced the Provincial Action Plan on
Ending Child Marriages and Teenage Pregnancy (2017-2021) in Ratanakiri Province,
with the support of UNICEF Cambodia. The Action Plan focuses on increasing
preventative and response interventions for early marriages and pregnancies among
ethnic minorities. It also intends to improve multi-sectoral coordination and

cooperation, as well as to create a system for data collecting, monitoring, and
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evaluation. The action plan intends to reach at least 30% of the province's adolescents
(ages 10 to 19) and youth (ages 15 to 35).%

2) In 2017, the Steering Committee on Violence Against Women and Violence Against
Children, co-chaired by the Ministries of Women Affairs and Social Affairs, Veterans,
and Youth Rehabilitation, produced the Action Plan to Prevent and Respond to Violence
Against Children (2017-2021). Child marriages is recognized as a form of violence
against children, particularly girls, in this action plan. It includes goals for strengthening
community programs and religious centers' capacity to prevent, identify, and respond
to situations of abuse against children, including child marriages.*?

3) Child marriages was mentioned as a critical barrier to enhancing education for girls in
the Neary Rattanak 1V strategy (2014-2018)%, a five-year strategic plan for gender
equality and women's empowerment led by the Ministry of Women's Affairs. This
issue was also mentioned in the Neary Ratanak V strategy for 2019-2023.1°

Despite some interventions by the Cambodian Government and other stakeholders, an
examination of available literatures and consultations with relevant parties revealed that
Cambodia lacks a comprehensive national strategy and action plan to effectively tackle the
issue of Child Early and Forced Marriages (CEFMU).

4.2 FINDINGS FROM THE SURVEY AND INTERVIEWS
4.2.1 SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS

Table 1: Socio-demographic Characteristics of Respondents

Characteristic
Total (N=1350)

Freq. %
Target province
Siem Reap 150 11.11
Preah Vihear 150 11.11
Battambang 150 11.11
Prey Veng 150 11.11
Stung Treng 150 11.11

2 The Provincial Action Plan on Ending Child Marriage and Teenage Pregnancy (2017—2021) in Ratanakiri
Province, available at https://www.unicef.org/about/annualreport/files/Cambodia 2016 COAR.pdf

13 The Action Plan to Prevent and Respond to Violence Against Children (2017-2021), available at
https://www.end-violence.org/sites/default/files/paragraphs/download/EVAC%202017-2021.pdf

1 The Neary Rattanak IV strategy (2014-2018), available at
http://www.kh.undp.org/content/dam/cambodia/docs/DemoGov/NearyRattanak4/Cambodian%20Gender%?2
OStrategic%20Plan%20-%20Neary%20Rattanak%204_Eng.pdf

15 15 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/23603Cambodia_VNR_PublishingHLPF.pdf
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Ratanakiri
Takeo

Kampot
Sihanouk Ville

Age of respondents
20 years old
21 years old
22 years old
23 years old
24 years old

Birth Certificate
Yes
No

Ethnicity
Khmer
Cham
Kavet
Tompon
Brao
Lun
Bunong
Other (Kroeng, Kouy, Laos)

Religion
Buddhism
Christianity
Islam
Animism
Other

Average number of siblings (Median)
Range

Number of siblings in group
1-4 persons
5-9 persons
10 persons above

Level of education
Iliteracy
Primary school
Secondary high school
High school
Bachelor’s degree

150
150
150
150

371
202
188
291
298

1342

1201

1233
30
11
73

849
484
17

49
311
432
386
170

4.19 (4)
1-18

11.11
11.11
11.11
11.11

27.48
14.96
13.93
21.56
22.07

99.41
0.59

88.96
0.81
0.07
0.15

4.3
0.15
0.07
5.41

91.33
2.22
0.81
5.41
0.22

62.89
35.85
1.26

3.63
23.04
32
28.59
12.59
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Other

You or your family have 1D Poor

No

No, but my family is really poor

Yes, ID Poor 2
Yes, ID Poor 1

Disability Status
Yes
No

Occupation
Student

Farmer
Housewife
Domestic Worker
Employed
Self-employed
Unemployed
NGO staff
Government staff

Other (Banking staff, factory worker, salon, etc)

Marital status
Single
Marriages

Living as union, but not marriages

Separated
Divorced

Monthly income if single
Under 50$

51$ to 100$

101$ to 200$
201$ to 300

More than 301$

Monthly income if got married,
living as union, separated

Under 50%

51% to 100%
101$ to 200%
201% to 300%
More than 301$

1052
15
104
179

1342

166
446
160

237
235
30

32
33

478
829
19

20

92
69
139
121
57

107
202
267
187
109

0.07

77.93
1.11
7.7
13.26

0.59
99.41

12.3
33.04
11.85

0.15
17.56
17.41

2.22

0.67

2.37

2.44

3541
61.41
1.41
0.3
1.48

19.25
14.44
29.08
25.31
11.92

12.27
23.17
30.62
21.44
12.5
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The research was carried out in nine provinces, specifically Siem Reap, Ratanakiri, Steung
Treng, Preah Vihear, Battambang, Kampot, Sihanouk Ville, Prey Veng, and Takeo. A total of
150 respondents were selected from each province.

The survey was administered to a population of female respondents within the age range of 20
to 24 years, in accordance with the study's defined parameters. The findings of the survey
indicate that among the respondents, 27% were aged 20 years, 15% were aged 21 years, 14%

were aged 22 years, 22% were aged 23 years, and an additional 22% were aged 24 years.

When queried on their birth certificates, a significant majority of 99% of participants indicated

possession of birth certificate.

The findings of this study indicate that a significant proportion of the participants, specifically
88.96%, identified themselves as being of Khmer descent. The remaining respondents belonged
to various ethnic groups, including Cham, Kavet, Tompon, Brao, Lun, Pou-nong, Kroeung,

Kouy, and Lao.

The study reveals that a significant proportion of the participants, specifically 91.34% of the
total respondents, identify as Buddhist. The second category comprises those who identify as
Animists, accounting for 5.41% of the population, while Christians constitute the third group,
representing 2.22% of the population. The Muslim population constitutes 0.81% of the fourth
group. The study reveals that a significant proportion of the participants, specifically 91.34%
of the total respondents, identify as Buddhist. The second category comprises those who
identify as Animists, accounting for 5.41% of the population, while Christians constitute the
third group, representing 2.22% of the population. The Muslim population constitutes 0.81%
of the fourth group.

The results revealed that a significant proportion of participants, specifically 63%, reported
having between 1 and 4 siblings within their familial context. Additionally, 36% of respondents
indicated having 5 to 9 siblings, while a mere 1% reported having 10 siblings in their household.

The respondents exhibited varying levels of educational attainment, with the greatest level
achieved being secondary high school, accounting for 32% of the sample. Additionally, 28.59%
of the respondents reported having completed high school, while 23.12% described themselves
as having received primary school education. Of the total population, a proportion of 3.63%

can be classified as illiterate.
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The majority of participants do not possess ID Poor status. However, a notable proportion of
individuals, specifically 13.26%, possess ID Poor I, while 7.7% have ID Poor II. Additionally,
a smaller subset, comprising 1.1% of the population, lacks ID Poor status yet resides in

households experiencing significant poverty.
The survey findings indicate that a mere 1% of the participants possess a disability.

The data indicates that 33.04% of the respondents identified themselves as farmers, while
17.56% reported being employed. Additionally, 17.41% of the respondents identified as self-
employed, 11.85% as housewives, and 12.3% as students. The remaining respondents identified
as NGO staff, government staff, or domestic workers. Additionally, it is worth noting that

2.22% of the respondents in the study are now experiencing unemployment.

The survey results indicate that a significant proportion of the participants, specifically 61.41%,
reported being married. In contrast, 35.41% of the respondents identified as single, 1.48% as

divorced, 0.3% as separated, and 1.4% as cohabiting without being legally married.

The largest proportion of participants (29.8%) reported a monthly income ranging from $101
to $200. Among the surveyed individuals, a notable proportion of 25.31% reported earning a
monthly income ranging from $201 to $300. Conversely, a smaller percentage of just 11.92%
indicated earning above $301 per month. Nevertheless, it is noteworthy that 14.44% of the
participants reported a monthly income ranging from $51 to $100, while 19.25% indicated
earning less than $50 per month. Consequently, it can be inferred that around 34% of the

respondents had a monthly income below $100.

Regarding the respondents who are married or living in a union, it was found that 30.62% of
them reported earning between $101 and $200, 21.44% reported earning between $201 and
$300, and 12.5% reported earning more than $301. Nevertheless, it is worth noting that a
significant proportion of the participants, specifically 35.44%, reported a monthly income
below $100.
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4.2.2 THE PERCEPTION AND KNOWLEDGE ABOUT CEFMU

Table 2: In your opinion, girls under 18 are married in your community

Total (N=1350)
Characteristics Freq. %
In your opinion, girls under 18 are married in your community

All 39 2.89
Most 438 32.44
Some 375 27.78
Few 295 21.85
None 132 9.78
Unsure- don't know 71 5.26

The table shown herein illustrates the prevailing perceptions regarding the marital status of girls
throughout their respective communities. According to 32.44% of the respondents, a significant
proportion of females below the age of 18 were found to be married inside their respective
communities. According to a survey, around 27.78% of females below the age of 18 were
reported to have entered into marriages within their community. Nevertheless, a notable
proportion of 9.78% of respondents reported that there were no instances of underage marriages

involving girls in their local community.

Table 3: In your opinion, boys under 18 are married in your community

Total (N=1350)

Characteristics Freq. %
In your opinion, boys under 18 are
married in your community
All 24 1.78
Most 208 15.41
Some 314 23.26
Few 270 20
None 446 33.04
Unsure- don't know 88 6.52

The table presented varying perspectives regarding the prevalence of marriages among guys

within their respective groups. According to the survey results, a mere 1.78% of participants
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indicated that the practice of marrying off all male individuals below the age of 18 was observed

within their respective communities.

Table 4: The practice of marrying girls before 15 in your community since last year

Total (N=1350)

Characteristics Freq. %

In your opinion, the practice of marrying girls
before 15 in your community since last year

Increased 637 47.19
Decreased 165 12.22
Remained the same 148 10.96
Unsure- don't know 400 29.63

The study findings indicate that 47.19% of the participants acknowledged a rise in the
prevalence of marriages involving girls under the age of 15 compared to the preceding year. In
contrast, a total of 12.22% of the participants expressed a decline in this particular behaviour,
and 10.96% stated that it has exhibited no change. Significantly, a considerable proportion of
the participants, specifically 29.63%, exhibited a lack of certainty in relation to the current state
or condition. The practice of marrying girls before the age of 15 is a subject of debate, with
differing perspectives. However, the majority of respondents express a significant increase in

this practice within their communities.

Table 5: the practice of marrying boy before 15 in your community since last year

Total (N=1350)
Characteristics Freq. %

In your opinion, the practice of marrying boys

before 15 in your community since last year

Increased 645 47.78
Decreased 88 6.52

Remained the same 182 13.48
Unsure- don't know 435 32.22

Regarding the phenomenon of early marriages among boys, it is noteworthy that 47.8% of the

respondents indicated an increase in this practice compared to the previous year. Conversely,
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6.52% of the respondents reported a decline, while 13.48% stated that it had stayed unchanged.
It is worth mentioning that a significant proportion of respondents, specifically 32.22%,
expressed uncertainty regarding the prevalence of this practice. While there are a range of
perspectives regarding the practice of marrying boys prior to the age of 15, a significant
proportion of the participants indicated that this custom has witnessed an upsurge within their

own communities.

Table 6: the practice of marrying girls before 18 in your community since last year

Total (N=1350)

Characteristics Freq. %

In your opinion, the practice of marrying girls
before 18 in your community since last year

Increased 698 51.7
Decreased 356 26.37
Remained the same 179 13.26
Unsure- don't know 117 8.67

This table showed different opinions about the practice of marrying girls before they are 18
years old. 51.7% of the respondents showed that it has increased since last year, 13.26% of
them confirmed that it has remained the same, and 8.67% of them were unsure about the
practice. On the contrary, 26.37% of the respondents showed that it has decreased since last
year. Though there are different opinions about the practice of marrying girls before 18, many

of the respondents showed that this practice has increased in their community.

Table 7: The practice of marrying boys before 18 in your community since last year

Total (N=1350)

Characteristics Freq. %

In your opinion, the practice of marrying boys

before 18 in your community since last year

Increased 734 54.37
Decreased 222 16.44
Remained the same 216 16

Unsure- don't know 178 13.19
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The presented table illustrates varying perspectives on the practice of marrying males prior to
reaching the age of 18. Among the respondents, 54.37% indicated an observed increase in this
practice compared to the previous year. Additionally, 16% of respondents affirmed that the
prevalence of such marriages has remained unchanged, while 13.9% expressed uncertainty on
this matter. In contrast, a total of 16.44% of the participants indicated a decline in the observed
phenomenon compared to the previous year. While there are a range of perspectives about the
practice of marrying boys before reaching the age of 18, the prevailing sentiment among the

respondents indicates a notable rise in this phenomenon within their respective communities.

Table 8: Marriages provides protection to a girl

Total (N=1350)

Characteristics Freq. %

Marriages provides protection to a girl

Agree 676 50.07
Disagree 596 44.15
Unsure- don't know 78 5.78

The presented table illustrates varying perspectives about the potential protective nature of
marriages for girls, with 50.07% of participants affirming this notion. In contrast, a significant
proportion of 44.15% expressed disagreement with the aforementioned assertion, and a

smaller percentage of 5.78% indicated uncertainty regarding its validity.

Table 9: Physical change in appearance is a sign that a girl is ready for marriages

Total (N=1350)
Characteristics Freq. %

Physical change in appearance is a sign that a girl is

ready for marriages

Agree 644 47.7
Disagree 663 49.11
Unsure- don't know 43 3.19

Regarding the perception of physical transformation and its association with marriages, it was
found that a mere 47.7% of individuals held the belief that alterations in one's physical

appearance serve as an indicator of a woman's preparedness for matrimony. Approximately
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3.19% of individuals expressed uncertainty over the matter. On the contrary, a significant

proportion of 49.11% expressed disagreement with the aforementioned assertion.

Table 10: Under 18 is more fertile than a girl above 18

Total (N=1350)
Characteristics Freq. %

Under 18 is more fertile than a girl above 18

Agree 733 54.3
Disagree 531 39.33
Unsure- don't know 85 6.3
Refuse to answer 1 0.07

The data shown in this table indicates that a significant proportion of participants held the belief
that females under the age of 18 exhibit higher fertility rates compared to those around the age
of 18, constituting 54.3% of the respondents. In contrast, a significant proportion of 39.33%
expressed disagreement with this prevailing viewpoint, while a smaller percentage of 6.3%
remained uncertain. Additionally, a negligible fraction of 0.07% declined to disclose their

stance on this matter.

Table 11: Marrying girls under 18 ensures purity (virginity/chastity) on their wedding day

Total (N=1350)
Characteristics Freq. %

Marrying girls under 18 ensures purity

(virginity/chastity) on their wedding day

Agree 540 40.0
Disagree 658 48.74
Unsure- don't know 150 11.11
Refuse to answer 2 0.15

According to the data shown in the table, it was found that 40% of the participants held the
belief that marrying girls before the age of 18 guarantees the preservation of purity, namely in
terms of virginity or chastity, on their wedding day. In contrast, a significant proportion of
48.74% expressed disagreement with this particular perception. Approximately 11.11% of the

individuals expressed uncertainty over the matter.
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Table 12: Marrying children under 18 can sometimes be a means to get money to repay a debt

Total (N=1350)

Characteristics Freq. %

Marrying children under 18 can sometimes be a

means to get money to repay a debt

Agree 319 23.63
Disagree 987 73.11
Unsure- don't know 41 3.04
Refuse to answer 3 0.22

In relation to the correlation between the act of marrying individuals below the age of 18 and
the act of repaying debt, it was found that 23.63% of the participants expressed the belief that
marrying children under the age of 18 can occasionally serve as a method to acquire funds for
the purpose of debt settlement. On the contrary, a significant majority of 73.11% expressed
disagreement with the aforementioned assertion. Among the surveyed individuals, a proportion
of 3.04% expressed uncertainty, while a smaller fraction of 0.22% declined to provide their

perspective on the matter.

Table 13: Dowry is also practiced in your community

Total (N=1350)

Characteristics Freq. %

Dowry is also practiced in your community

Yes 1232 91.26
No 117 8.67
Unsure- don't know 1 0.07
Refuse to answer 0 0

The presented data indicates that the practice of dowry remains prevalent in society.
Approximately 91.26% of the respondents confirmed the existence of dowry, while 8.67%
rejected its presence. A small proportion, specifically 0.07% of the respondents, expressed

uncertainty regarding the practice.
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Table 14: The younger and less educated the child is, the cheaper the dowry

Total (N=1350)
Characteristics Freq. %

The younger and less educated the child is,

the cheaper the dowry

Agree 472 34.96
Disagree 831 61.56
Unsure- don't know 47 3.48
Refuse to answer 0 0

The tabulated data revealed that a significant proportion of participants (61.56%) expressed
disagreement with the notion that the cost of dowry decreases as the age and level of education
of the kid decrease. However, a total of 34.96% of the participants expressed their agreement
with the aforementioned statement. Approximately 3.48% of the participants expressed
uncertainty regarding the matter.

Table 15: Girls over 18 who are not married are a burden to their families

Total (N=1350)
Characteristics Freq. %

Girls over 18 who are not married are

a burden to their families

Agree 475 35.19
Disagree 852 63.11
Unsure- don't know 22 1.63
Refuse to answer 1 0.07

When queried about the potential cost that unmarried girls above the age of 18 may impose on
their families, a significant majority of respondents (63.11%) expressed disagreement with this
assertion. On the contrary, a notable proportion of respondents, specifically 35.19%, had this
belief. Among the participants, a proportion of 1.63% expressed uncertainty, while a smaller
proportion of 0.07% declined to provide their perspectives on the subject matter.
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Table 16: Marrying before 18 is required by our religion or tradition

Total (N=1350)

Characteristics Freq. %

Marrying before 18 is required by our

religion or tradition

Agree 287 21.26
Disagree 1039 76.96
Unsure- don't know 24 1.78

The data shown in this table indicates that a significant majority of the respondents, specifically
76.96%, reported that religious or traditional obligations no longer require marriages before the
age of 18. However, a notable proportion of individuals, namely 21.26%, continue to hold the
belief that adhering to religious or traditional practices necessitates marriages prior to reaching
the age of 18. Approximately 1.78% of individuals exhibit uncertainty regarding the matter at
hand.

Table 17: Most adolescent girls prefer to marry before 18

Total (N=1350)

Characteristics Freq. %

Most adolescent girls prefer to
marry before 18.

Agree 606 44.89
Disagree 693 51.33
Unsure- don't know 49 3.63
Refuse to answer 2 0.15

There exists a divergence of viewpoints about the matter of whether a majority of adolescent
females express a desire to get into matrimony prior to reaching the age of 18. A total of 51.33%
of participants expressed dissent with this assertion. In contrast, a significant proportion of
respondents, namely 44.89%, expressed the belief that a majority of adolescent females aspire
to enter into matrimony prior to reaching the age of 18. A small proportion of individuals,
specifically 0.15%, chose not to disclose their viewpoints, while 3.63% remained uncertain
regarding the subject at hand.
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4.2.3 THE PREVALENCE OF CEFMU

The results of this study indicate that a small proportion, specifically 0.50%, of the respondents

had gone into marriages before reaching the age of 15. Furthermore, it is crucial to emphasize

that a significant proportion of participants, specifically 13.93%, said that they entered into

matrimony throughout the period spanning from 15 to 18 years of age. A considerable

percentage, precisely 50.15%, of respondents participate in the institution of marriages

subsequent to attaining the age of 18 or above, while those who are still single, 35.40%.

Consequently, the study's findings indicate that a sizable percentage of women, precisely

14.44%, got married before turning 18.

Table 18: The prevalence of CEFMU before 15 years old and under 18 years old

Characteristics

Total (N=1350)

Freqg. %
Mean age of getting married/living as a union (Median) 18.99 (19)
(N=872)
Range 11-26
Age got married/live in a union (N=1350)
< 15 years old 7 0.50
>=15 years old <18-year-old 188 13.93
>= 18 years old 677 50.15
Mean husband's age in years at that time (Median) (N=872) 22.95 (22)
Range 12-45
Age of husband when got married/lived in unions (N=1350)
<15 years old 3 0.22
>=15 years old <18-year-old 40 2.96
>= 18 years old 829 61.41
Registered marriages (N=872)
Yes 286 32.8
No 584 66.97
Unsure- don't know 2 0.23
Love marriages or Arranged marriages (N=872)
Love marriages 811 93.0
Acceptance arranged marriages 61 7.0
Mean of pregnancy age (Median) 17.04 (19)
Range 14 - 24
Age group got pregnant (N=872)
<15 years old 1 0.11
>=15 years old <18-year-old 93 10.67
>= 18 years old 664 76.15
Never got pregnant 114 13.07
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As for men, a mere 0.22% entered matrimony before reaching the age of 15, whereas a
significantly higher proportion of 2.96% got married between the ages of 15 and 18.
Approximately 61.41% of males entered into matrimony after reaching the age of 18.

When asked about their marital registration status among those who married or lived in union, a
substantial majority of participants (66.97%) said that they had not completed the procedure of
officially registering their marriages. In comparison, only 32.8% of individuals had their marriages
formally recorded through official registration processes. A proportion of 0.23% of the participants

demonstrated a state of uncertainty or lack of understanding pertaining to the topic area.

The majority of participants engaged in marital relationships primarily driven by romantic love.
However, a significant percentage of 7% of the respondents reported that their matrimonial

partnerships were arranged.

Based on the results of the study, it was noted that a proportion of 10.77% of the respondents
who got married or lived in union encountered pregnancy prior to attaining the age of 18. Within
this population, a mere 0.11% of individuals disclosed experiencing pregnancy before reaching
the age of 15, while the remainder, 10.67%, reported instances of pregnancy transpiring
between the ages of 15 and 18. However, a considerable percentage of the participants (76.15%)
encountered pregnancy when they were 18 years old or older. 13% of the individuals in the

sample did not undergo pregnancy.

Upon comparing the findings of this study with the results of the Cambodian Demographic and
Health Survey (CDHS), which was carried out between 2021 and 2022, it indicates a declining
trend in the occurrence of early marriages. In particular, the percentage of girls who get married
before turning 18 has dropped from 25% to 19%, while the corresponding percentage for boys
has dropped from 9% to 6%. In addition, the percentage of marriages that take place before the

age of 15 has somewhat decreased, from 2% to 1.8% in 2022.

4.2.4 PREVALENCE OF CEFMU IN THE TARGET PROVINCES

Among the provinces under investigation of this study, Ratanakiri exhibits the highest prevalence
of individuals who entered into marriages before reaching the age of 18, with a rate of 37.3%. Preah
Vihear province exhibits the second highest elevation, with a recorded rate of 16.7%. Steung Treng
is ranked third with a rate of 14.7%. Kampot is ranked fourth, exhibiting a rate of 14%. Siem Reap

16 Cambodian Demographic and Health Survey (CDHS) 2021-2023.
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is ranked fifth with a rate of 12%. Prey Veng is ranked sixth with a rate of 10.7. Sihanouk Ville is

ranked seventh with a rate of 9.3%. Battambang is ranked eighth, with a rate of 8%. Among the

nine target provinces, Takeo exhibits the most favourable statistics with regards to the prevalence

of CEFMU among women, as it records the lowest incidence of 7.3%.

Table 19: Prevalence of CEFMU by Province

Marry before the age of 18

Variable

No Yes Total
Freq % Freq % Freq % Prvalue
Province
Takeo 139 927 11 7.3 150 100.0 <0.001
Battambang 138 92.0 12 8.0 150 100.0
Sihaknouk Ville 136 90.7 14 93 150 100.0
Prey Veng 134 89.3 16 10.7 150 100.0
Siem Reap 132 88.0 18 12.0 150 100.0
Kampot 129 86.0 21 14.0 150 100.0
Steung Treng 128 85.3 22 147 150 100.0
Preah Vihear 125 83.3 25 16.7 150 100.0
Ratanak Kiri 94 62.7 56 37.3 150 100.0
Total 1155 85.6 195 144 1350 100.0

Table 20: The Prevalence of women who married before the age of 18 by Demographic
Characteristics

Marry before the age of 18

Variable No Yes Total
P-value
Freq (%) Freq (%) Freq (%)
Age of respondents
20 years 320(86.3) 51(13.7) 371(100) <0.001
21 years 176(87.1) 26(12.9) 202(100)
22 years 159(84.6) 29(15.4) 188(100)
23 years 245(84.2) 46(15.8) 291(100)
24 years 255(85.6) 43(14.4) 298(100)
Total 1155(85.6) 195(14.4) 1350(100)
Family Economic status
Non-poor 924(86.6) 143(13.4) 1067(100) 0.034
Poor 231(81.6) 52(18.4) 283(100)
Total 1155(85.6) 195(14.4) 1350(100)
Ethnicity
Khmer 1063(88.5) 138(11.5) 1201(100) <0.001
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Non-Khmer 92(61.7) 57(38.3) 149(100)

Total 1155(85.6) 195(14.4) 1350(100)
Religion
Buddhism 1086(88.1) 147(11.9) 1233(100) <0.001
Other (Islam, Christian,
Animism, etc.) 69(59) 48(41) 117(100)
Total 1155(85.6) 195(14.4) 1350(100)
Number of siblings
3 sibling or less 504(86.7) 77(13.3) 581(100) 0.278
4 sibling or more 423(84.4) 78(15.6) 501(100)
Total 927(85.7) 155(14.3) 1082(100)

Within the sample population of this study, it was observed that the age group consisting of 23-
year-old respondents (15.8%) exhibited the highest prevalence of marriages occurring prior to
reaching the age of 18. Subsequently, the age group encompassing 22-year-old respondents
displayed a slightly lower rate of 15.4%. The group of respondents, aged 24 years, achieved a
ranking of third place with a rate of 14.4%. The group of respondents aged 20 years old ranked
fourth, with a rate of 13.7%. Following closely behind, the group of respondents aged 20 years
old ranked fifth, with a rate of 12.9%.

The study findings indicate that women who lack identification cards for those with low
socioeconomic status exhibit the highest incidence of early marriages, with a prevalence rate

of 18.4% occurring before attaining the age of 18.

Regarding ethnicity, the results also suggest that individuals who are not of Khmer descent
exhibit the highest occurrence of early marriages. Specifically, the prevalence rate of early child

marriages among this group is 38.3%, occurring prior to reaching the age of 18.

In relation to religious affiliation, individuals who do not identify as Buddhists exhibit the
highest incidence of marriages occurring before attaining the age of 18. The findings of the
study also demonstrate that those who have four or more siblings exhibit the highest prevalence,

with a rate of 15.6%, of entering marriages before attaining the age of 18.
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Table 21: The Characteristics of Marriages

Marry before the age of 18

Variable No Yes Total
P-value
Freq (%) Freq (%) Freq (%)
Characteristic of marry
Loved marry 631(77.8) 180(22.2) 811(100) 0.665
Acceptance arranged marry 46(75.4) 15(24.6) 61(100)
Total 677(77.6) 195(22.4) 872(100)

The study findings reveal that a proportion of 22.2% of women who entered into marriages

before reaching the age of 18 were categorised as having participated in love marriages.

However, research indicates that a considerable percentage of women, namely 24.6%, who

entered into marriages before to attaining the age of 18, were engaged in matrimonial unions

that were arranged.

4.2.5 THE ROOT CAUSES/ASSOCIATED FACTORS OF CEFMU

To define the root causes or associated factors of CEFMU, the Chi-square and bivariate logistic

regression tests, using STATA was applied to do so. The logistic regressions were done with

only the variable associated with CEFMU only.

Table 22: The root causes/associated factors of CEFMU

Not Marry
Variable married before | p_yajue Cof | P-value 95%ClI
before 18Y 18Y
Freq(%o) Freq(%o)
Province
Siem Reap 132(88) 18(12) | <0.001 Ref.
Preah Vihear 125(83.3) | 25(16.7) 0.38 | 0.251 | (-0.27 t0 1.04)
Battambang 138(92) 12(8) -0.45 0.251 | (-1.22t0 0.34)
Prey Veng 134(89.3) | 16(10.7) -0.13| 0.711 | (-0.85 10 0.58)
Stung Treng 128(85.3) | 22(14.7) 0.23 | 0.498 | (-0.44t0 0.90
Ratanak Kiri 94(62.7) | 56(37.3) 1.47 | <0.001 | (0.88t0 2.07)
Takeo 139(92.7) 11(7.3) 054 | 0.157 | (-1.33t00.24)
Kampot 129(86) 21(14) 0.18 0.607 | (-0.451t0 0.85)
Sihaknouk Ville 136(90.7) 14(9.3) -0.28 | 0.455 | (-1.02 to 0.46)
Age of respondents
20-21 years 496(86.6) | 77(13.4) 0.366 Ref.
(-0.58 to 0.43)
22-25 years 659(84.8) | 118(15.2) -0.08 | 0.769

44




Family Economic

Poor 924(86.6) | 143(13.4) 0.034 Ref.
Non-poor 231(81.6) | 52(18.4) 0.37] 0.003 | (0.261t00.72)
Ethnicity
Khmer 1063(88.5) | 138(11.5) | <0.001 Ref.
Non-khmer 92(61.7) | 57(38.3) 1.56 | <0.001 | (1.19t0 1.94)
Religion
Buddhism 1086(88.1) | 147(11.9) | <0.001 Ref.
Other (Islam,
Christian, Animism, 69(59) 48(41) 1.64 <0.001 | (1.23t02.04)
etc.)
Education of
respondents
High school or higher 545(97.7) 13(2.3) | <0.001 Ref.
Lower secondary 353(81.7) | 79(18.3) 2.24 | <0.001 | (1.64to 2.84)
Primary or no <0.001 | (2.2510 3.42)
education 257(71.4) | 103(28.6) 2.82
Education of
respondents’ father
High school or higher 119(91.5) 11(8.5) 0.012 Ref.
Lower secondary 137(90.7) 14(9.3) 0.1 0.812 | (-0.7310 0.93)
Primary or no
education 899(84.1) | 170(15.9) 0.72 0.028 | (0.08 to 1.35)
Education of
respondents’ mothers
High school or higher 53(93) 4(7) | <0.001 Ref.
Lower secondary 122(96.1) 5(3.9) -0.61 0.377 | (-1.96t00.74)
Primary or no
education 980(84) 186(16) 0.92 0.079 | (-0.10t0 1.95)
Droupout of school
Droupout before
wedding 618(78) 174(22) 0.021 Ref.
Droppout after
wedding 23(69.7) | 10(30.3) 0.43 0.263 | (-0.33t0 1.19)
Those who know the
early age marriages for
girls
No 187(93.5) 13(6.5) 0.001 Ref.
Yes 968(84.2) | 182(15.8) 0.99 0.001 | (0.41to0 1.56)
Those who know the
early age for boy to
marry
No 557(89.5) | 65(10.5) | <0.001
Yes 598(82.1) | 130(17.9) 0.62 | <0.001 | (0.30t0 0.94)
Those who know the
proper age for girls to
marry
No 49(75.4) | 16(24.6) 0.017 Ref.
Yes 1104(86) |  179(14) -0.7| 0.019 | (-1.28 t0 -0.11)
Experienced with
violence
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No 1032(86.4) | 162(13.6) 001| Ref.

Yes 122(78.7) | 33(21.3) 054 | 0.011] (0.13t00.96)

Those who used to listen
to community
leader/influencer talked

about the CEFMU
No 289(88.9) 36(11.1) 0.047 Ref.
Yes 866(84.5) | 159(15.5) 0.39 0.049 | (0.00t0 0.77)

Based on the table above, the CEFMU are statistically associated with geographical
location,family Economy, ethnicity, religion, education (respondents, education of respondents’
fathers, education of respondents’ mothers), dropout of school, limited knowledge on CEFMU.
The results of the interview also indicated that gender inequality, adolescent pregnancy, social
and cultural norms, poverty and socio-economic inequality, lack of legal and policy

enforcement, and internet & social media are also the associated factors of CEFMU.

1) Gender Inequality

Gender inequality was identified as a significant structural factor contributing to child, early, and
forced marriages and unions (CEFMU) in the study's target province. This involves the presence of
discriminatory societal norms that determine girls' and women's expected responsibilities in the
home, community, and society. Gender norms are societal standards that define permissible and
impermissible acts and behaviours for persons who identify as female, both before and after they
enter a marriages or partnership arrangement. The outcomes of this study demonstrate a definite
correlation between child marriages and the perpetuation of gender inequity. The aforementioned
problem is linked to the prevalence and severity of child marriages, which affects girls more
frequently and severely than boys. It shows how several factors influence the prevalence of early
marriages among females. Cultural concepts that form a link between the onset of puberty, which
normally happens between the ages of 12 and 15, but may occur earlier, and the state of readiness
for marriages are among these variables. Concerns have also been raised about the difficulties that

older adolescent females may experience while hunting for suitable companions.

Furthermore, the inaccessibility and poor quality of lower secondary educational institutions
are major contributors to the increased rates of female student retention. Furthermore, concerns
about the vulnerability of female individuals to incidences of sexual assault in educational
settings and communities exacerbate the problem. The prevalence of early marriages among
adolescent females is influenced by socioeconomic factors in their homes, as well as concerns
about premarital sexual conduct leading to adulterous pregnancy and the perceived shame it
imposes on the family. It is plausible to conclude that adolescent pregnancy is a major
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contributor to child marriages and school dropout. Child marriages is typically the result of
ingrained cultural ideas that marginalise girls and confine them to traditional gender roles
largely centred on caring and domestic obligations. The survey results show a favourable
relationship between lesser levels of formal education and an increased risk of early marriages,

i.e. before the age of 18.

2) Adolescent Pregnancy

Adolescent pregnancy is one of the drivers of CEFMU. The findings of the study indicate that
adolescents frequently engage in marriages or unions because of unwanted pregnancies occurring
at a young age. Upon a girl becoming pregnant, her parents may opt for her to enter into
matrimony, as an unmarried pregnancy will damage the family's reputation and honour. In such
cases, the adolescent female does not have much choice but may opt to enter into matrimony
subsequent to discovering her pregnancy. Families often perceive child marriages as an essential
measure to safeguard familial dignity and uphold cultural traditions. They neglect or unaware that

their involvement in arranging a child marriages constitutes criminal conduct.

3) Social and Cultural Norms

Child marriages is mostly influenced by the existing social and cultural norms. These norms
encompass various variables, such as historic practises, the cultural acceptance of early
initiation of sexual activity, commonly held beliefs about children's sexual desires, and the
impact of peer pressure. As a result, these factors persistently exert a substantial influence on

the determination of the age of marriages for girls, particularly in the rural areas.

Marriages is a ceremonial practise that serves to uphold and pay homage to familial and
traditional values. As an illustration, customary marriages traditions prevalent throughout the
majority of ethnic communities in Ratanakiri province involve the union of individuals
subsequent to the attainment of puberty, commonly transpiring between the ages of 12 and 15,
or conceivably sooner. Marital customs hold significant significance in shaping ethnic identity,
leading to a tendency among offspring to emulate the behaviours exhibited by their parents,
grandparents, and other members of their community. This practise is supported by the results
of the survey, which indicate that Ratakakiri exhibits the greatest incidence of early marriages

among girls under the age of 18 compared to the other provinces included in the study.
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4) Lack of Legal Awareness and Enforcement

The lack of legal awareness and effective law enforcement against CEFMU constitutes a
fundamental underlying factor contributing to the occurrence of child, early, and forced
marriages (CEFMU). The Cambodian Civil Code of 2007 and the Cambodian Law of
Marriages and Family play a significant role in regulating various aspects of marriages.
However, the issue of enforcing laws against child marriages and teenage pregnancy has proven
to be challenging in certain communities where child marriages is viewed as a traditional and

customary practice as well as a private matter.

The results obtained from the survey and interview revealed a prevalent deficiency in
knowledge pertaining to marriages and family law among young individuals, parents, and local
authorities. This knowledge gap poses a significant challenge in effectively implementing legal
measures to restrict instances of child marriages. In general, the members of the ethnic group
community engage in their own distinct traditional marital practises. The phrase 'marriages’, as
defined by legal statutes, is frequently associated with Khmer ceremonial traditions
accompanied by contemporary music and elaborate festivities. The traditional wedding
ceremony of the individuals in question is a modest event involving ancestral rituals. This
ceremony serves as a means for the pair to gain official recognition of their marital status within
their society. They hold the belief that this recognition does not necessitate authorization or
registration as a formal 'marriages' by any governing body. In some communities, there exists
a lack of awareness regarding individuals' ages or the possession of birth certificates, hence
posing challenges in accurately determining the age of a child and implementing legal

regulations pertaining to child marriages.

Moreover, there are challenges associated with the involvement of ethnic communities living
in geographically isolated areas, such as poor infrastructure and language limitations. For
example, the results of the interviews have revealed that many village chiefs and members of
the commune council in Ratanakiri possess knowledge regarding the prevalence of early child
marriages within their respective communities. The individuals in question demonstrated
awareness of the legal ban against marrying a child or minor at a young age, and they
specifically declined to give their consent for such a union. However, the parents continue to

proceed with the wedding, viewing it as a personal event exclusive to themselves.
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5) Family Economy, Poverty and Socio-economic Inequality

Poverty constitutes an additional significant catalyst for the occurrence of child, early, and
forced marriages (CEFMU). In situations of severe poverty, it is not uncommon for families to
exert pressure on girls to enter marriages as a means of alleviating the perceived financial

burden associated with their maintenance.

The survey findings indicate that there is a notable correlation between women living in
impoverished economic conditions and a higher prevalence of certain outcomes. Specifically, it
was observed that women in poor economic circumstances face a greater likelihood of marrying
before the age of 18 compared to those who are not experiencing poverty. The data suggests that

the higher risk of early marriages for women living in poverty is 63% higher than non-poverty

According to the findings of the interviews, families may turn to child marriages as a means of
economic survival, relieving themselves of the burden of caring for members who are ill or
elderly. Families may also encourage early marriages for their children as a means of enhancing
the labour force for agricultural activities and generating income. In certain geographical areas,
namely Ratanakiri and Preah Vihea, there exists a shortage of employment opportunities for
young women, which adversely affects families and children residing in these places.
Furthermore, the availability of lower secondary schools is hindered by long distances and
inadequate transportation infrastructure. The findings from the survey indicate that 35% of
participants hold the perception that unmarried girls beyond the age of 18 can impose a financial
burden on their families. Additionally, 24% of respondents believe that marrying off children
under the age of 18 can serve as a strategy to generate money for debt repayment. Consequently,
the prevailing societal perspective is to endorse the conventional trajectory of entering into

matrimony throughout early adulthood.

6) Education and the Lack of Understanding about CEFMU

There is a connection between women's level of education and the prevalence of child, early,
and forced marriages (CEFMU). Specifically, it appears that as the level of education decreases
among women, the occurrence of CEFMU tends to increase. The results of the study reveal that
women with lower secondary education exhibit a greater prevalence of marrying before the age
of 18 compared to their counterparts with high school or higher education. In fact, the risk of
early marriages for women with lower secondary education is found to be 2.4 times higher than
that of women with high school or higher education. According to this result, it has been

observed that women with primary school education or no education face a significantly higher

49



risk, approximately 2.82 times, of getting married before the age of 19 compared to those who
have completed high school or pursued higher education. This finding suggests a strong
correlation between educational attainment and CEFMU.

The prevalence of child, early, and forced marriages (CEFMU) tends to be higher among
respondents whose fathers have lower levels of education. An analysis of the data reveals that
women whose fathers have lower secondary education exhibit a higher prevalence compared to
those whose fathers have attained a high school or higher level of education. Additionally, the
finding reveals that women with fathers who have only completed primary school education or
have no education face a significantly higher risk, approximately 28%, of getting married before
the age of 18, compared to women whose fathers have completed high school or attained higher
levels of education. This finding suggests a strong correlation between a father's educational

background and the likelihood of early marriages among their daughters.

CEFMU is closely linked to school dropout rates. Individuals who have dropped out of school

are more likely to marry before the age of 18 compared to those who did not drop out.
Furthermore, research has shown that women who drop out of school after getting married are
0.43 times more likely to stop their education.

Table 23: Respondents’ Knowledge about the CEFMU

Marry before the age of 18

Variable No Yes Total P-
Freg % Freg % Freq %  Vvalue

Those who know the early age
marriages for girls

No 187 935 13 6.5 200 100.0 0.001
Yes 968 84.2 182 15.8 1150 100.0
Total 1155 85.6 195 144 1350 100.0

Those who know the early age
marriages for boys

No 557 89.5 65 105 622 100.0 <0.001
Yes 598 82.1 130 17.9 728 100.0
Total 1155 85.6 195 144 1350 100.0

Those who know the proper age for
girls to marry

No 49 754 16 246 65 100.0 0.017
Yes 1104 86.0 179 140 1283 100.0
Total 1153 85.5 195 144 1348 100.0

Those who know the proper age
marriages for boys
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No 95 7938 24 202 119 100.0  0.064
Yes 1058 86.1 171 139 1229 100.0
Total 1153 85.5 195 144 1348 100.0

Those who know the entitle age to
marry at 18 years old

No 344 839 66 16.1 410 100.0 0.254
Yes 811 86.3 129 137 940 100.0
Total 1155 85.6 195 144 1350 100.0

Those who know the five things

above
No 758 86.4 119 13.6 877 100.0 0.201
Yes 395 839 76 16.1 471 100.0
Total 1153 85.5 195 14.4 1348 100.0

According to the study's findings, just 15.8% of respondents are aware of the early age of
marriages for females. 17.9% of them are aware of the early age of marriages for boys. 14%
of respondents are aware of the appropriate age for girls to marry, and 13.9% are aware of the
appropriate age for guys to marry. Only 13.7% of respondents are aware that the legal age for
marriages is 18 years old. To put it briefly, the outcome suggests that the participants'

understanding of CEFMU remains restricted.

The results of the study suggest that there exists a lack of understanding and knowledge
pertaining to child, early, and forced marriages (CEFM) within the provinces under
investigation. The data derived from the study indicates that a relatively small proportion of
participants, specifically 15.8%, exhibit knowledge pertaining to the customary practise of early
marriages among females. Approximately 17.9% of individuals has awareness regarding the
practise of early age marriages for males (see Table 23). Based on the findings from the survey,
it was determined that 14% of the participants held knowledge on the appropriate age for girls
to enter into marriages. Similarly, 13.9% of the respondents demonstrated awareness of the
socially acceptable age for boys to marry. Only a small fraction, specifically 13.7% of the
participants, demonstrate awareness on the legally acceptable age for marriages, which is
established at 18 years. The findings of the perception study indicate that approximately 25%
of respondents hold a favourable perception of Child, Early, and Forced Marriages and its
associated practises. In conclusion, the findings suggest that the participants have a limited

understanding of child, early, and forced marriages (CEFMU).

“I believe people in my community do not know much about the law
on marriages. Generally speaking, we only follow our local customs
once we got our children married.”

- KII respondent in Steung Treng
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7) Geographical Location

The result of the survey shows that the north-eastern provinces, particularly Ratanakiri, have the
highest concentration of women. In fact, a significant 37.3% of women reside in Ratanakiri.
Furthermore, it has been observed that women in this region face a higher risk, approximately 1.47
times, of getting married before the age of 18 compared to their counterparts in Siem Reap province.

8) Ethnicity Related Factor

Upon analysing the survey results, it becomes apparent that non-Khmer women are confronted
with a significantly greater risk when compared to their Khmer counterparts. The data suggests
that non-Khmer women have a significantly higher probability, approximately 1.56 times
greater, of getting married before they turn 18 compared to other groups. The observation of
this disparity serves to emphasise the contrasting encounters and obstacles encountered by

women who are not of Khmer descent in regard to the issue of CEFMU.
9) Religious Factor

The findings reveals that there is a notable disparity in the prevalence of child early, forced
marriages and unions between women who identify as non-Buddhists and those who identify
as Buddhists. The findings indicate that non-Buddhist women exhibit a higher prevalence of
such marriages and unions compared to their Buddhist counterparts. Furthermore, the analysis
demonstrates that non-Buddhist women face a significantly higher risk, approximately 2.4
times greater, of getting married before the age of 18 compared to Buddhist women. These
findings shed light on the distinct experiences and challenges faced by women of different

religious backgrounds in relation to CEFMU.

10) The Influence of Internet & Social Media

Internet and digital communication platforms can potentially serve as a contributing element to
child, early, and forced marriages (CEFMU). According to the Ministry of Post and
Telecommunication, a mere 30% of the Cambodian population possesses rudimentary digital
literacy abilities. A notable proportion of the young people dwelling in rural regions of
Cambodia demonstrate a lack of proficiency in digital literacy and online communication.
Online platforms have disseminated information regarding potential risks associated with child
marriages and various forms of abuse targeting children and young individuals, particularly
those with limited digital literacy. As an illustration, there is a case in which a young girl
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residing in a rural area establishes a virtual relationship with a male individual. Subsequently,
they arrange a physical encounter without the knowledge or consent of the girl's parents. By the
time the parents become aware of the situation, any potential actions to address the matter are
rendered ineffective due to the girl's existing pregnancy. Eventually, parents are compelled to

arrange marriages for their children at a very early age.

“I purchased a smartphone for my fifteen-year-old daughter with the intention
of utilizing it to enhance her academic performance and facilitate easier
communication. She did, however, have a relationship with a young man she
met online and was addicted to internet contact. That youngster was her baby
eight months later. | was forced to marry them as a mother in order to preserve
our family's reputation.”

- (K respondent in Siem Reap)

4.2.6 THE IMPACT OF CEFMU

According to the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), child marriages has a wide-ranging
negative impact on the lives of children, encompassing several aspects such as their physical well-being,
educational opportunities, psychological growth, social interactions, and susceptibility to future
challenges. These effects endure not only during a girl's lifetime but also have repercussions for
subsequent generations.t” The results of this study also demonstrated that CEFMU contribute to the
increased rates of teen pregnancy, social isolation, sexual reproductive health, low income and

employment, cessation of education, domestic violence, divorce and the violation of girls’ rights.

Table 24: The Comparison of the impact of CEFMU on women who married before and after 18 years old

Marriages age

Variable > 18 years <18 years Total
P-value
Freq % Freq % Freq %
Early pregnancy
No 506  74.7 41 210 547  62.7 <0.001
Yes 171 253 154  79.0 325 373
Total 677 100 195 100 872 100.0
Average monthly income
200$ or less than 78 333 29 387 107 346 0.042
200$ or more 156  66.7 46  61.3 202 654
Total 234 100.0 75 100.0 309 100.0

o UNFPA, ‘Girlhood, not Motherhood: Preventing adolescent pregnancy’, New York, 2015.
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Sexual reproductive health issues

No 412  60.9 98 50.8 510 58.7 0.011
Yes 264  39.1 95  49.2 359 413
Total 676 100 193 100 869 100
Occupation
Employed 128 18.9 29 14.9 157 18.0 0.006
Self-employed 130 19.2 28 14.4 158 18.1
Housewife/unemp|0yed 135 19.9 29 14.9 164 18.8
5 0.7 3 1.5 8 0.9
Others (factory worker, fisher,
salon, singer, Thai worker, village
volunteer, etc.)
Student 9 1.3 0 0.0 9 1.0
Total 677 100.0 195 100.0 872 100.0
Experienced of domestic violence
after marriages
Yes 59 8.7 39 200 98 112 <0.001
No 618 91.3 156 80.0 774 88.8
Total 677 100 195 100 g72 100
Experience of divorce/separation
Divorced or separated 18 2.7 6 31 24 28  0.753
Living together 659 973 189 969 gag  97.2
Total 677 100 195 100 g72 100
Impacts of those who married before
the age of 18 and after the age of 18
Exposed
Income Havin with
Description preEganrgcy more than  SRH lssue SE;P-zlr(T)])p/)?gyoe:j m.afryg violence
(N=325) $300 (N=359) (N=315) certlflcate after
(N=202) (N=246) married
(N=98)
Marred at the age
of 18+ (Freq(%) 171(25.3)  156(66.7)  264(39.1) 258(38.1) 236(34.9) 59(8.7)
Married before the
age of 18 (Freq(%) 154(79.0) 46(61.3) 95(49.2) 57(29.2) 40(21.6) 39(20.0)
Odd ratio 2.408 -0.537 0.414 -0.39 -0.44 0.96
P-value <0.001 0.003 0.012 0.023 0.016 <0.001
(-0.9to -
95%ClI (2.0-2.8) 0.2) (0.1t00.7) (-0.7t0-0.1) (-0.8t0-0.1) (0.5t01.4)
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1) Early Pregnancy

The statistical data clearly demonstrates the health consequences associated with child early
marriages, as it indicates that 79% of women who entered into matrimony before reaching the
age of 18 experienced an early onset of pregnancy. In addition, for those who married before
the age of 18 have risk 2.4times to having early pregnancy higher than those married after 18
years (New Table | suggested above). The observed percentage demonstrates a notable
disparity when comparing women who married before the age of 18 to those who married after
the age of 18. In the former group, the prevalence of early pregnancy was found to be 45.6%,
but in the latter group, the incidence was considerably lower at 25.3%.

Table 25: Impact of CEFMU on early pregnancy

Total (N=1350)

Characteristics Freq. %

Marrying before the age of 18 leads to

early pregnancy

Agree 1116 82.67
Disagree 212 15.7
Unsure- don't know 21 1.56
Refuse to answer 1 0.07

The results of the study indicate that 82.67% of respondents were in agreement with the
statement that getting married before the age of 18 leads to having children at a younger age.

2) Health Impact

CEFMU has serious impact on health. According to the findings of the study, there is a correlation
between getting married before the age of eighteen and a higher risk of sexual and reproductive
health issues for women. In addition, the women who married before the age of 18 have risk to
having SRH issues 39% higher than those married after the age of 18 (see Table 22). They also
have a higher risk of experiencing miscarriages during pregnancy and birth complications. The
results also demonstrate that teenage females who become pregnant unexpectedly may suffer

negative consequences for their mental health in addition to emotional discomfort.

“Pregnant adolescent girls face difficulties in childbirth because their bodies
are not fully developed to conceive. As a result, health centres often send
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pregnant women to give birth at provincial hospitals because there are more
skilled midwives and adequate equipment.”

— (KII respondent in Battambang province)

Table 26: Perception on the impact of CEFMU on health risk for their children
Total (N=1350)

Characteristics Freq. %

Marrying before the age of 18 leads to have health
risk for their children

Agree 1061 78.59
Disagree 239 17.7
Unsure- don't know 49 3.63
Refuse to answer 1 0.07

The results of the study indicate that 78.59% of respondents agreed that marrying before the
age of 18 leads to have health risk for their children.
Table 27: Impact of CEFMU on health

Total (N=1350)
Characteristics Freq. %

Marrying before the age of 18 leads to have the
high risk of contracting HIVS

Agree 921 68.22
Disagree 293 21.7
Unsure- don't know 136 10.07

The results of the study indicate that 68.22% of respondents agreed that marrying before the
age of 18 leads to have health risk of contracting HIVS.

3) Low Income and Employment

"Girls who marry at a very young age are frequently less successful in making a
living because they lack education and skills. Most of them are preoccupied with
their children and rely on the support from their spouses.”

-KlI respondent in Preah Vihear
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According to the findings of the study, child marriages contributes to economic hardship
because it leads to underinvestment in girls' educational and health care needs, which
undermines economic productivity, threatens sustainable growth and development, and
contributes to persistent poverty. Respondents in the group discussion indicated that as a result
of child marriages, young mothers do not have the ability to return to school and have severely

limited employment opportunities.

The empirical evidence reveals the economic consequences associated with early marriages, as
indicated by the data which demonstrates that 38.7% of women who entered into marriages
before to reaching the age of 18 reported a monthly income of $200 or less (see Table 22).
Similarly, the women who married before the age of 18 have opportunity to find income more
than 200$ 46% less than those married after 18 years old (Table 28). The data additionally
suggests that women who entered into marriages prior to reaching the age of 18 (with a
documented percentage of 14.9% for those employed and 14.4% for those self-employed) face
restricted employment prospects compared to women who married after the age of 18 (with a
documented percentage of 18.9% for those employed and 19.2% for those self-employed).
Additionally, for those who married before the age of 18 years old opportunity employed or

self-employed 61% less than those married after the age of 18 (see Table 22).

Table 29: Impact of CEFMU on income/poverty

Total (N=1350)

Characteristics Freq. %

Marrying before the age of 18 leads to

low income or poverty

Agree 1017 75.33
Disagree 298 22.07
Unsure- don't know 34 2.52
Refuse to answer 1 0.07

In addition, the findings of the survey suggest that 75.33 percent of respondents are in
agreement with the statement that getting married before the age of 18 leads to a lower income

or poverty.
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Table 30: Impact of CEFMU on Job Opportunity

Total (N=1350)
Characteristics Freq. %

Marrying before the age of 18 leads to have less job

opportunity

Agree 1136 84.15
Disagree 202 14.96
Unsure- don't know 10 0.74
Refuse to answer 2 0.15

The findings of the survey suggest that 84.15% of respondents agreed that marrying before the
age of 18 leads to have less job opportunity.

4) Domestic violence and divorce

“When adolescent boy and girl are lovers, they love each other
very much. But after marriages, young couples often argue and
use violence due of their inexperience and immaturity.”

- KI1I respondent in Kampot

The findings of the study also indicate that women who engage in matrimony prior to attaining
the age of 18 are confronted with an elevated probability of encountering instances of violence
in comparison to those who get married after reaching the age of 18. The observed discrepancy
becomes apparent when considering that 20% of women who entered into marriages at a young
age are subject to this increased danger, but only 8.7% of women who married after reaching
the age of 18 face such instances of violence. Research has shown that women who engage in
the institution of marriages before attaining the age of 18 demonstrate a higher prevalence of
divorce (3.1%) and separation, in contrast to a lower rate of 2.7% observed among those who

married after reaching the age of 18.
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Table 31: Impact of CEFMU on domestic violence

Total (N=1350)

Characteristics Freq. %

Marrying before the age of 18 leads to have

domestic violence

Agree 935 69.26
Disagree 366 27.11
Unsure- don't know 47 3.48
Refuse to answer 2 0.15

The findings of the perception survey revealed that the majority of respondents (69.26%) agreed
with the statement that being married before the age of 18 increases the risk of experiencing

domestic violence.

Table 32: Types of violence

Types of violence %
Physical violence 32.69
Psychological violence 65.38
Economic violence 1.92
Total 100

Based on the research findings, it was observed that a significant proportion of 65.38% of women who
entered into marriages before reaching the age of 18 disclosed instances of psychological abuse. The
study revealed that physical violence ranked as the second most prominent manifestation of violence,
representing around 32.69% of the reported incidents. In contrast, economic violence emerged as the
third most prevalent category, accounting for a mere 1.92% of documented occurrences, thereby
establishing it as the least commonly recorded manifestation of violence. Nonetheless, the participants

in the survey refrained from making any overt mentions of sexual violence.
5) Violation of Girls’ Rights and Freedom

Child, early, and forced marriages and unions (CEFMU) is a phenomenon that violates young
females' fundamental rights and limits their involvement in numerous aspects of society. The study's
findings indicate that child marriages is common and culturally acceptable among various ethnic

groups living in rural areas, including Ratanakiri, Preah Vihea, and Stueng Treng. Nonetheless, it
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is critical to recognise that children lack the maturity and understanding required to make well-
informed judgements about a life partner or fully realise the repercussions and complexity
associated with the institution of marriages. As a result, child marriages violates fundamental
human rights, including the right to an education and the crucial societal support that children

require for their own growth and a secure and prosperous transition into adulthood.

Table 33: Impact of CEFMU on Freedom and rights of the girl

Total (N=1350)

Characteristics Freq. %

Marrying before the age of 18 reduce the rights and
freedom of the girl

Agree 1101 81.56
Disagree 230 17.04
Unsure- don't know 18 1.33
Refuse to answer 1 0.07

The results of the percept survey also highlight that 81.56% of respondents agreed that

marrying before the age of 18 reduces the freedom of the girl.

“The understanding of human rights, especially the rights of children
and women, is low in rural areas, even among adults. Therefore, girls
who get married at a young age are not aware that their rights have
been violated.”

- KIl Respondents in Phnom Penh

6) Education

The findings of the study also indicate CEFMU is one of the root causes of dropping out of
school. There is a significant proportion of respondents, specifically 22%, discontinued their
educational endeavours prior to getting married if they had done so before attaining the age of
18. Approximately 30.3% of individuals opt to terminate their educational pursuits upon

entering the institution of marriages.
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Table 34: Impact of CEFMU on education

Total (N=1350)

Characteristics Freq. %

Marrying before 18 leads to low education or
increase dropout rate before grade 9 than
marrying after 18 years

Agree 1065 78.89
Disagree 271 20.07
Unsure- don't know 14 1.04

The results of the percept survey also highlight that 78.89% of respondents agreed that marrying
before 18 leads to low education or increase dropout rate before grade 9 than marrying after 18

years.

"In our community, adolescent girls who marry at a young age
frequently drop out of school in order to make a living and fulfil
their roles as wives and mothers. Few people continue their
education after marriages.”

- KII Respondent in Sihanouk Ville

7) Social and Emotional Isolation

The findings of the study emphasised the fact that child marriages results in an unexpected and
early pregnancy, which is an extremely traumatic experience for adolescent girls.
Consequently, women who married before the age of 18 experienced social isolation in addition
to the difficulties associated with raising children. Adolescent mothers also tend to exhibit
reduced levels of engagement in communal settings, such as community centres and forums for
decision-making. This diminished participation can mostly be attributed to their caregiving
obligations. The absence of social connections hinders individuals' personal growth and has a
detrimental impact on their overall well-being. This limitation might impede their capacity to
establish support networks and hinder the acquisition of essential skills necessary for

identifying, exercising, and safeguarding their rights.
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Table 35: Impact of CEFMU on social and political engagement

Total (N=1350)
Characteristics Freq. %
Marrying before the age of 18 leads to have less
social and political engagement
Agree 1105 81.85
Disagree 209 15.48
Unsure- don't know 35 2.59
Refuse to answer 1 0.07

According to the findings of the percept survey, 81.85% of respondents were in agreement

with the statement that being married before the age of 18 leads to a decreased level of social

and political activity for women.

“I observe that young married girls are less likely to socialise
and engage in public activities with other people because they
have to follow their spouses and concentrate on caregiving.”

- KlI respondent in Takeo

4.2.7 RESPONDENTS’ EXPERIENCES IN THE INTERVENTIONS ADDRESSING

CEFMU

Table 36: Respondents’ Experiences in Interventions relate to CEFMU

Marry before the age of 18

Variable No - Yes Total p.
re
alue
Freqa % q % Freq % Vel
Those who used to participated in
public activities on CEFMU
No 585 86.5 91 135 676 100.0 0.304
Yes 570 84.6 104 154 674 100.0
Total 1155 85.6 195 144 1350 100.0
Those who used to hear the
community leader/influencer talking
about the CEFMU
No 289 88.9 36 111 325 100.0 0.047
Yes 866 84.5 159 155 1025 100.0
Total 1155 85.6 195 144 1350 100.0
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Those who used to see news,
drama/film, social media on ending
child early marriages

No 284 85.3 49 147 333 100.0 0.872
Yes 871 85.6 146 144 1017 100.0
Total 1155 85.6 195 144 1350 100.0

Those who used to hear or see local
authorities responding or intervening
to child early marriages in the

community
No 120 86.3 19 137 139 100.0 0.784
Yes 1035 85.5 176 145 1211 100.0
Total 1155 85.6 195 144 1350 100.0

In relation to the participant's experiences with interventions concerning child early and forced
marriages and unions (CEFMU) via public engagements, community leaders and influencers,
media outlets, films, social networking platforms, and the involvement of local authorities, the
findings of the research indicate that only a modest 15.4% of individuals were observed to have
actively participated in public initiatives related to this issue. According to the survey findings,
a notable proportion of respondents, namely 15.5%, indicated that they had seen instances
where community leaders or influencers made references to child, early, and forced marriages
(CEFMU). A proportion of 14.4% of the participants said that they have previously participated
in the consumption of drama, cinema, and social media content pertaining to the subject of early
child marriages. Based on these findings, around 14.5% of respondents indicated occurrences
where local governmental entities were engaged in addressing or intervening in cases of child
marriages within their respective communities. The findings of this study indicated a lack of
comprehensive activities and interventions aimed at addressing child, early, and forced

marriages and unions (CEFMU) in the target provinces.

V. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Conclusion
In conclusion, the study reveals that there has been a decline in the frequency of child, early,

and forced marriages and unions (CEFMU); however, it is still a serious issue in Cambodia.

Regarding the prevalence of CEFMU, the study's findings indicate a decrease in the frequency
of child, early, and forced marriages and unions (CEFMU) in Cambodia. The survey findings
indicate that a minute fraction, precisely 0.50%, of the respondents got married prior to turning
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15 years old. While a substantial percentage of respondents, precisely 13.93%, reported getting
married between the ages of 15 and 18. The study's findings reveal that a substantial proportion
of women, precisely 14.44%, got married before reaching the age of 18. A considerable
percentage, precisely 50.15%, of respondents got married at the age of 18 or above. Regarding
men, only 0.22% of them got married before the age of 15, but a far larger proportion of 2.96%

got married between the ages of 15 and 18. About 61.41% of males got married after turning 18.

Regarding to their marital registration status, a significant majority of respondents (66.97%)
reported that they had not undergone the process of officially registering their marriages. By
contrast, a mere 32.8% of persons had their marriages officially documented through the
procedure of registration. 0.23% of the participants exhibited a condition of ambiguity or lack

of comprehension regarding the topic area.

Among the nine provinces examined in this study, Ratanakiri demonstrates the highest
prevalence of women who have gone into marriages before attaining the age of 18, with a rate
of 37.3%. Preah Vihear depicts the second highest level of elevation, as documented at a rate
of 16.7%. Steung Treng has third place in terms of ranking, with a rate of 14.7%. Kampot is
positioned in fourth place with a rate of 14%. Siem Reap holds fifth place in terms of ranking,
with a rate of 12%. Prey Veng has taken sixth place in the ranking, exhibiting a rate of 10.7%.
Sihanouk Ville is positioned in seventh place, exhibiting a rate of 9.3%. Battambang has the
eighth position in the ranking, exhibiting a rate of 8%. Out of the nine provinces under
consideration, Takeo province demonstrates the most beneficial data in terms of the frequency
of child, early, and forced marriages (CEFMU) among women. Specifically, Takeo province

has the lowest incidence rate of 7.3%.

Based on the study results, geographical location, family economy, poverty, socioeconomic
inequality, ethnicity, religion, education, school dropout, lack of knowledge, gender inequality,
adolescent pregnancy, social and cultural norms, lack of legal enforcement, and the internet and
social media are the root causes or associated factors of child early and forced marriages
(CEFMU) in Cambodia. The survey found that women in north-eastern provinces, particularly
Ratanakiri, face a higher risk of getting married before the age of 18 compared to those in Siem
Reap province. Family economy, poverty, and socio-economic inequality are significant
catalysts for CEFMU, with women in impoverished economic conditions facing a higher
likelihood of marrying before the age of 18. Non-Khmer women face a higher risk of getting

married before turning 18, while non-Buddhist women face a higher prevalence of such
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marriages and unions. The study highlights the unique experiences and challenges faced by

women of different religious backgrounds in relation to CEFMU.

The study reveals a strong correlation between women's education level and the prevalence of
child, early, and forced marriages (CEFMU). Women with lower secondary education have a
higher risk of marrying before the age of 18, with a 2.4 times higher risk than those with high
school or higher education. Women with primary school education or no education face a
significantly higher risk of getting married before the age of 19 compared to those who have
completed high school or pursued higher education. Furthermore, women whose fathers have
lower secondary education have a higher prevalence of CEFMU compared to those whose
fathers have attained high school or higher education. This suggests a strong correlation
between a father's educational background and the likelihood of early marriages among their
daughters. Maternal education also plays a role in the likelihood of CEFMU, with women
whose mothers have lower secondary education having a higher risk of marrying before the age
of 18. Higher maternal education may serve as a protective factor against early marriages.

Gender inequality is a significant structural factor, with discriminatory social norms dictating
the roles of girls and women within families, communities, and society. Adolescent pregnancy
is another driver, as parents may opt for marriages due to potential damage to the family's
reputation and honor. Social and cultural norms, such as historic practices and peer pressure,
significantly influence the age of marriages for girls, especially in rural areas. Poverty is another
catalyst for CEFMU, as families often pressure girls into marriages to alleviate financial
burdens. The absence of formal education, the lack of legal awareness, and the influence of the
internet and digital communication platforms can also contribute to CEFMU. The results of this
study also indicate that the impact of COVID-19 on children, early and forced marriages, and

unions was not found to be substantial.

Child, early, and forced marriages and unions (CEFMU) have significant impacts on various
domains, including early pregnancy, health outcomes, poverty, domestic violence, girls' rights,
educational achievement, social isolation, civic engagement, and political involvement.
CEFMU also contributes to economic difficulties by diminishing resources allocated to
education and healthcare, resulting in a decline in total output and perpetuating the poverty
cycle. Women who marry before 18 are at a higher risk of violence compared to those who
marry after. CEFMU infringes on the fundamental rights of young women, restricting their

participation in society and affecting their education. Premature pregnancy can lead to social
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isolation and difficulties in raising a child, resulting in decreased engagement in communal

settings like community centres and decision-making forums.

The study's findings indicated a lack of adequate governmental, non-governmental, and
stakeholder interventions in the targeted provinces with regards to addressing and preventing
child, early, and forced marriages. In conclusion, the execution of the implementation proved
to be inadequate and inefficacious. In summary, the prevention of child, early, and forced
marriages (CEFMU) necessitates the implementation of a multistakeholder strategy and a

comprehensive approach.

After reviewing existing laws and policies regulating CEFMU, it was found out that the legal
framework governing marriages in Cambodia comprises various legal instruments, including
the Cambodian Civil Code of 2007 and the Cambodian Law of Marriages and Family. These
instruments effectively regulate multiple aspects of marriages, such as the requirements for
eligibility, procedures for registration, administration of marital assets, and allocation of family
expenses. Nonetheless, the high incidence of child, early, and forced marriages (CEFMU) in
Cambodia remains a pressing issue, indicating a lack of effective enforcement of current legal
measures. Furthermore, the current legal framework exhibits a deficiency by neglecting to
incorporate measures that govern the rights and responsibilities of a couple who opt not to
undergo formal marriages registration at the civil registry. In a similar vein, the aforementioned
issue fails to adequately consider the rights and privileges afforded to a couple who have
undergone a separation but have not obtained a formal divorce judgement from a judicial
authority. The lack of official registration of marriages or legal procedures for divorce can result

in significant ramifications, especially for women who entered marriages at a young age.

Although the Royal Government of Cambodia and various stakeholders have implemented
certain policies and action plans addressing child early marriages and violence against children,
a thorough review of existing literature and consultations with relevant parties have indicated
that Cambodia currently lacks a comprehensive national strategy and action plan to adequately
address the issue of child early and forced marriages.

5.2 Recommendations

Based on the findings of this study, the following are actionable recommendations aimed at
accelerating effort to significantly address and reduce the pressing issue of child, early, and
forced marriages and unions (CEFMU) in Cambodia:
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1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

To develop a specific and comprehensive national action plan that addresses child,
early, and forced marriages (CEFMU). It is essential to take a systematic and multi-
stakeholder approach.

It is recommended that the Royal Government of Cambodia provide a specific
budgetary allocation for the implementation of the national action plan to address and

prevent child, early, and forced marriages and unions (CEFMU).

To enhance cross-sector coordination in tackling CEFMU, both nationally and
locally. In order to effectively and comprehensively address the urgent issue of child,
early, and forced marriages (CEFMU), it is advised that the Ministry of Women's
Affairs assume a prominent leadership role in the formation of an inter-ministerial
committee made up of pertinent stakeholders, such as the Ministry of Interior, Ministry
of Health, Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports, Ministry of Planning, Ministry of
Labour and Vocational Training, Ministry of Social Affairs Veterans and Youth

Rehabilitation, Ministry of Rural Development, and so forth.

To strengthen law and policies by enhancing the efficacy of legal enforcement and
policies pertaining to marriages and prevention of the gender-based violence in order to
protect the welfare of girls and women. It is also recommended to advocate for the
review and amendment of the existing legislation to fill in a gap in the legal framework.
There is an omission in Article 948, Clause 2 of the Cambodian Civil Code, which
permits the marriages of a minor with the consent of their parents or guardians. Hence,
it is necessary to amend article 948, clause 2 of the Civil Code to establish the minimum
age for marriages as 18, eliminating the requirement of age of consent. The legal
framework also lacks provisions for couples who choose not to register their marriages
at the civil registry or for separated couples without a legal divorce decree. The absence
of formal registration or divorce proceedings can have significant consequences,

especially for early married females.

To provide comprehensive support to girls and women impacted by child, early,
and forced marriages and unions (CEFMU). The achievement of this objective will
be realised by implementing a comprehensive and nurturing framework that spans
multiple dimensions, such as social, legal, economic, and psychological facets. The

suggested approach seeks to provide access to legal counsel and mental health
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6)

7)

assistance, while also facilitating the provision of state-sponsored childcare services that
empower adolescents to continue their schooling or participate in paid work.
Furthermore, it is imperative to offer scholarships to young females belonging to
marginalised populations who are currently in a marital union, encompassing those
hailing from rural and indigenous origins. In addition, it is imperative to establish
economic empowerment initiatives that primarily focus on females belonging to the
most marginalised populations, particularly those who are currently in a married
relationship. The achievement of this objective will be realised by implementing a
comprehensive and nurturing framework that spans multiple dimensions, such as social,
legal, economic, and psychological facets. The suggested approach seeks to provide
access to legal counsel and mental health assistance, while also facilitating the provision
of state-sponsored childcare services that empower adolescents to continue their
schooling or participate in paid work. Furthermore, it is imperative to offer scholarships
to young females belonging to marginalised populations who are currently in a marital
union, encompassing those hailing from rural and indigenous origins. In addition, it is
imperative to establish economic empowerment initiatives that primarily focus on
females belonging to the most marginalised populations, particularly those who are

currently in a married relationship.

To create both informal and formal platform for girls to communicate their
experiences, needs, desires and solutions, and ensure they are — and feel — empowered

to influence the decisions that impact them.

To enhance public awareness, particularly among parents, teachers, community
leaders and teenagers, regarding the underlying the pressing issues and impact of child,
early, and forced marriages and unions (CEFMU). It is important to draw attention to
the unique vulnerabilities that affect women and girls in regard to this issue. In order to
effectively increase awareness, it is advised to put in place a comprehensive plan that
makes use of a variety of platforms and channels. These could include putting on
lectures in classrooms, holding open discussions for the community, hosting radio talk
programmes, making instructional films and posters for social media, and planning live
events involving celebrities and social media influencers. We can increase the

awareness campaign's impact and reach by employing these various strategies.
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8)

9

To implement community-level interventions for cultural and social norms change
by encouraging intergenerational dialogues about the underlying causes and detrimental
effects of CEFMU with boys, girls, women, men, families, and community leaders.
These discussions also provide a forum for the dissemination of knowledge about laws
aimed at protecting girls' rights and preventing child marriages and gender-based
violence. Through community discussions, it aims to promote a change in society norms
and attitudes around gender. Utilising already-existing local resources and entities, such
as community centres, family organisations, local governments, and maternity

healthcare facilities, can also help to expedite the intervention's implementation.

To promote human rights education, with a particular focus on child rights, women's
rights, and rights related to marriages. This initiative should specifically target teenagers
and senior individuals, particularly girls, with the aim of challenging and transforming

societal perceptions regarding CEFMU and the roles of girls and women in the society.

10) To empower girls and improve their access to good quality of education through a

variety of strategies, including giving them thorough information, guaranteeing their
access to excellent formal education, providing opportunities for vocational training,
and setting up support networks to foster an environment that encourages girls to stay

in school, pursue their education, and pursue their career goals.

11) To provide digital literacy, sexual reproductive health education (in line with the

National Strategy for Reproductive and Sexual Health), family planning, marriages and
family law, digital security, and healthy online communication trainings for adolescent

girls and boys, both in school and outside the school system.
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